
The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735

Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

uptowncrossing.com

UPTOWN

Bloom Brings Accessible 
Art to Uptown Crossing

Summer 2014

CroSSING

The front window at Bloom Gallery on 52nd & North Avenue

continued on page 3

Bloom Gallery and Creative 
Ground opened its doors in November 
2013, started by three friends—Tanya 
Ingvoldstad Otero, Gina Nygro and Vicki 
Strobel—all sharing a passion for art. 

Bloom aims to take the pretension 
out of art, ensuring that art making 
and ownership are both accessible. 
They are able to accomplish this by 
selling reasonably-priced local work and 
through a variety of classes, workshops 
and open studio time.

As you walk into the Bloom space, 

you see beautiful pieces of local art, 
ranging from small items of jewelry to 
large oil paintings. The gallery currently 
features the work of more than 40 local 
artists, and prices range from as low 
as $5 up to $500 for larger paintings. 
Bloom has a very artist-friendly policy, 
working on consignment and taking a 
low percentage of the sale price, so that 
artists offer reasonable prices and still 
afford to sell their work.

In the rear of the space, worktables 
are surrounded by bright colors and 
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Welcome 
from the 
President
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Greetings from the BID Board!
We’ve had a busy spring as we 

improve our community so that 
business can thrive. We know that 
Uptown Crossing is at the heart of 
our city and our community.

In April, Chris McRoberts, Jason 
Rae, and I represented the BID on 
a panel regarding the Washington 
Heights neighborhood at an event 
sponsored by Historic Milwaukee. 
It was a great opportunity for us to 
promote the wonderful amenities 
and services that we have in our 
business corridor.

We continue as a Board to be 
excited by the growth of businesses 
on the 5500 block of West North 
Avenue. The work being done at 
two new North Ave. businesses 
-- Sharehouse Goods and Fathead 
Jerky -- are revitalizing that stretch 
and we couldn’t be happier. We 
hope that both of these businesses 
continue to thrive. We also recently 
saw the departure of Walgreens 
from our neighborhood. While 
unfortunate, we are optimistic for 
what can take its place there.

We’d also like to welcome 
Russell Stamper as the new 
alderman for the 15th District. We 
look forward to working with him 
in our efforts to improve the BID 
and business in our area.

There are lots of other great 
things happening in the BID. As 
always, you are welcome to join us 
at our monthly meetings to learn 
more. We meet the second Monday 
of every month at McBob’s at 5:30 
p.m. 

If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to let us know.

Yours,
Gordon Steimle
President

The Milwaukee Police 
Department, the Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation, and the 
Washington Park Partners are 
teaming up to fight crime thanks to 
a three-year, $600,000 Edward Byrne 
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant. 
The program will be focused on 
engaging residents, business owners, 
and other community stakeholders to 
eliminate some of the root causes of 
crime in the area. 

The program will use 
evidence-based and data-driven 
police strategies, including multi-
agency information exchanges and 
targeted foot and bicycle patrols, to 
identify high-crime areas on which 
law enforcement should focus. 
The combination of community 
involvement and strategic policing 
solutions will allow law enforcement 
to curb or stop crimes before they 
happen and enhance the public’s safety 
and well-being in the area. 

Our mission at BID 16 is to 
improve our community so that 
business can thrive. We encourage 
members of the business community 
and the neighborhood to get involved 
with this important effort. 

BID members, as well as other 
members of the community, can 
contact Byrne Initiative Coordinator 
Matt Melendes of the Washington 
Park Partners or Program Officer 
John Connelly of LISC Milwaukee for 
more information about the program 
and how you can make an impact. 

Suggesting other ways to get 
involved, Officer John Connelly said, 
“In terms of involvement, we are 
hoping to have a meeting soon with 
Milwaukee Police Department District 
3 and representatives from the BID to 
discuss how and where the BID could 
take advantage of the camera program 
offered by the city and administered 
by Safe & Sound.” 

The Surveillance Camera Program, 
known as SCP, allows businesses to 
purchase surveillance equipment 
with a 50% match from Safe & Sound. 
The $3,000 camera system can be 
obtained for just $1,200 from a local 
business partner and a $1,200 match 
from Safe & Sound. 

Both Melendes and Connelly also 
suggested that members of the BID 
sign up for the Byrne Grant E-Notify 
list through the City of Milwaukee 
website. This is the best way to stay 
as up-to-date as possible with the 
program as it progresses. Members 
can sign up for the updates by 
following these instructions:

1. Go to www.Milwaukee.gov and 
click “City of Milwaukee”

2. Scroll down and click on 
“E-Notify Email Notifications” on 
the right-hand side of the page

3. Click “New Subscribers”

4. Complete the account form

5. Check your email for a password 
to verify your email address

6. Click the “E-Notify” tab

7. Scroll down and select 
“Washington Park Bryne 
Initiative”

8. Save your selection by clicking 
the button at the bottom of the 
page

For more information on the 
program, you can contact:

s Matt Melendes at  
       Washington Park Partners 
     matt.melendes@umcs-wi.org 
     (414) 344-1818

s John A. Connelly at  
       LISC Milwaukee 
     JConnelly@lisc.org 
     (414) 273-1815, ext. 16

s Julie Kritzeck at Safe & Sound 
     julie@wisconsinhidta.org 
     (414) 221-6700 

Federal Byrne Grant 
Combats Crime in 
Washington Park
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Local artists can utilize Bloom’s 
studio through its “Creative Ground” 
program, in which space, supplies and 
staff guidance are available and you 
create the art. On Sundays, Bloom 
has a free Community Open Studio 
allowing artists of all ages to bring 
in supplies (or purchase them from 
Bloom), create works of art, and 
connect with other local artists.

A new endeavor for Bloom this 
summer is two weeks of summer 
art camps, taking place July 7-12 
(Recycled/Nature Art) and July 21-25 
(Meet the Masters!). 

Bloom is located at 5205 W. 
North Avenue and is open Thursday 
and Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday noon to 
4 p.m. 

Contact Bloom Gallery at (414) 
395-6922 or bloomcreativeground@
gmail.com, or visit their website at 
www.bloomcreativeground.com.
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Bloom Gallery & Studio Fills New Niche 
For Parties in Neighborhood

Paintings by local artists in the gallery at Bloom

even more artwork. Classes, parties 
and open studio sessions are held in 
the warm and inviting space.

The owners are all involved with 
making art themselves, in addition to 
helping train budding artists. Tanya’s 
work focuses primarily on clay, Vicki’s 
on painting, and Gina works with 
paper and lights. 

One of the most popular events 
available at Bloom are parties. These 
include kids’ art classes, children’s 
birthday celebrations, holiday or 
company events, and girls’ nights. Art 
projects for parties include painting, 
clay, masks and chalk boards. 

These events are two hours and 
include all materials. Kids’ birthday 
parties cost $120 for 6 kids and are 
an additional $18 for each additional 
child. Adult parties allow you to bring 
your own food and drinks (including 
adult beverages) and can focus on a 
painting or clay projects at a cost of 
$30 per person.

Façade 
grants 
still 
available

Façade grant awards from 
BID 16 help pay up to 50% of a 
property owner’s share of façade 
improvements up to $2,500. Each 
address in BID 16 is only eligible to 
receive one grant per calendar year. 
In addition, only work begun after 
approval by the City of Milwaukee 
is eligible for a grant.

A copy of the application and 
additional information can be found 
on the BID 16 website at  
www.uptowncrossing.com.

continued from page 1
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Summer 2014 
In this issue:

• New art gallery &  
studio

• Federal grant helps fight 
crime

• Façade grants and note 
from the BID President
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