
City of Milwaukee 
officials, including Aldermen 
Michael Murphy and Russell 
Stamper, are working to 
build a welcoming long-term 
vision for the intersection 
where the Stadium Freeway 
(WI 175) meets Lisbon & 
North avenues. The City 
of Milwaukee recently 
purchased the property 
between the two on-and-
off ramps and is examining 
options to improve this 
intersection. 

This junction is vital 
to the surrounding 
neighborhoods and serves 
as a gateway for the 
Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District (BID). 
Uptown Crossing is seeing a spark of 
interest and growth in business lately, 
with new openings including Town Bank, 
Barre District, and a new pay-what-you-
can restaurant called Tricklebee Café. 

As locals know, the current 
intersection is confusing for both 
motorists and pedestrians. Rather than 
welcoming visitors, the current design 
functions as a high-risk corridor for 
accidents and as a barrier between 
neighborhoods.

 “A number of commercial properties 
near the intersection have difficulty 
attracting and retaining tenants,” said 

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735
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c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
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Monica Wauck of the Department of 
City Development. 

City planners are now seeking public 
input on four draft concepts for the 
intersection. A public visioning open 
house was held at Milwaukee French 
Immersion School in late November. 

“I’m very appreciative of the BID’s 
role in taking leadership for this section 
of the freeway,” said Ald. Murphy. “I’m 
confident that through collaboration 
with the BID, Department of City 
Development, and neighborhood 
associations, this area can have positive 

continued on page 3

The current layout of the WI 175 intersection
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‘Wisconsin’s Bank for Business’ set 
to open on Lisbon Avenue in 2017  

As we like to report, Uptown 
Crossing is seeing some new exciting 
projects. One of those projects is a 
new Town Bank branch, which will 
provide a huge boost to businesses 
and residents in the neighborhood. 

The Hartland-based institution 
will open a 3,000-square-foot branch 
at 4720 W. Lisbon Ave., their second 
location in Milwaukee. The other 
location is in Walker’s Point.

The new location of Town Bank 
is a prime area for revitalization and 
development with proximity to the 
freeway entrance and exit ramps. 

“We chose our Lisbon Ave location 
because it is the cross point of so 
many amazing diverse neighborhoods,” 
said Jay Mack, CEO of Town Bank. “We 
have neighborhoods that have well-
established families and businesses 
who have been long committed to the 

area.”

The bank is planning to purchase 
the building and build a full-service 
branch at the Lisbon Avenue location. 
The plans include renovating the 

building’s interior, installing an ATM, 
and including a two-lane drive thru. 
The area will also be equipped with 
security cameras. 

Joaquin Altoro is Town Bank’s Vice 
President of Commercial Banking. 
He was asked what about the Lisbon 
Avenue location was attractive.

“Our slogan is ‘Wisconsin’s Bank 
for Business,’ and we love being at 
the table to discuss revitalization,” 
said Altoro. “We’re a group of 

diverse bankers and laser focused on 
businesses and business development. 
We want to be engaged in our 
communities as more than a financial 
resource.”

Earlier this year, Town Bank was 
the recipient of the 2016 Central 
City Business Award in the “large 
company” category. The award was 
given by the Milwaukee Business Journal 
for recognizing Town Bank’s spirit of 
growth and optimism for the future. 
The new development for Lisbon 
Avenue is the embodiment of that 
spirit. The bank also often hosts events 
that benefit the larger community. In 
November, Town Bank hosted a food 
drive that benefited Feeding America 
and Second Harvest Food Bank. 

Mack said they expect to open the 
branch in the first quarter of 2017.

‘Milwaukee’s Missing Link’ Is Coming to Uptown 
Restaurant owner 

De Von Dent is 
bringing his vision 
to Uptown Crossing 
with a new, trendy 
restaurant. Scene 1 
Restaurant & Lounge 
is opening soon in the 
historic building at 
5526 W. North Ave. 

Dent says that 
Scene 1 is “Milwaukee’s 
missing link.” He has 
big plans for the space 
– not only will they serve traditional 
American-style small plates, Dent 
hopes to offer live music from local 
artists and have a social atmosphere 
where guests can enjoy themselves. 

The décor of Scene 1 is a mix of 
warm earth tones, browns and beiges. 
The tables and booths are all custom 
made. Design architect Dijon Dellamy 

worked 
to conceptualize the 
environment. 

Dent is no stranger to 
the restaurant business. 
He’s the former co-
owner of Paje Restaurant 
& Lounge. Paje served 
Southern-style food 
in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood for a few 

years before closing. 

Scene 1 has been met 
with a few challenges along 
the way with construction 
and design, because of the 
age of the building and the 
historic nature of it, but 
Dent is ready for success 
in this historic space.



currently have one opening.  We invite 
you to join us at an upcoming meeting 
to learn more about what we are 
doing and what board service looks 
like. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to let me know.

Thanks again for all that you do 
for our area! We wish you much 
continued joy and success this holiday 
season.

Gordon Steimle
Uptown Crossing
BID President
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It’s winter! Happy holidays! 
Through every season, the BID 16 
Board remains hard at work ensuring 
that this area is a place that supports 
businesses and invites customers in to 
shop and spend money. 

We’re excited about some of the 
positive changes coming to the area. 
You may have noticed that the vacant 
building near the Highway 175 spur 
has been demolished. Discussions 
and meetings are starting about how 
to improve that on-and-off ramp to 
prevent the long traffic backups we 
see most afternoons. At the BID, we 

Update from your BID President

Gordon

are hoping this project will help be the 
gateway that welcomes people to our 
neighborhood. As you’ll also see in 
this newsletter, we are thrilled about 
Town Bank beginning the process of 
moving in to the area, as well as Scene 
1 Restaurant & Lounge opening. Things 
are alive here and we only expect 
them to keep growing!

We hope youve noticed the new 
holiday lights the BID purchased up 
and on display. We hope that they’ll 
add some welcome brightness for the 
dark afternoon commutes home. 

Finally, the BID Board does 

gain.”  

More than 50 people attended 
the event, where Wauck presented 
the draft concepts to the audience 
and stressed the value of the City 
receiving survey responses on the 
preliminary ideas for the project. The 
full visioning plan with each concept 
and a survey is available online and 
open until December 16.

The goal is to improve safety for 
pedestrians, drivers, and bicyclists, 
and increase commercial vitality for 
businesses along Lisbon and North 
avenues, ultimately better connecting 
neighborhoods to resources, while 
maintaining safe traffic flow. But all of 
that comes with a price tag that will 
be shared between the City and the 
state. Another goal of the study is 
attempting to identify potential future 
funding sources. 

“I’m thinking about the big picture,” 
said State Rep. Evan Goyke. “When 
residents and planners agree on 
something that works, the state will 
secure funding and use segregated 
funds for the project. This is vital to 

the future development in 
the area and connecting 
neighborhoods. This area is 
the gateway to so much of 
Milwaukee.”  

“I’d love to see a park-
like area and the rest of 
the proposed free space 
converted to community 
gardens,” said Washington 
Heights resident and 
Realtor, Mary Jumes, who’s 
been connected to the 
neighborhood her whole 
life and has seen a great 
deal of change. “We’re 
sort of in a food desert 
here and that would help 
serve the needs of the 
community and bring 
neighborhoods together.” 

Another public meeting 
to refine the design 
concepts is yet to be 
scheduled. The survey and 
additional information 
can be found at the City’s 
website for the project at  
www.milwaukee.gov/WIS175-Vision. 

Future of WI 175 and 
neighborhood traffic patterns

One of four draft proposed concepts for the intersection
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• New vision for tough 
intersection

• New bank and 
restaurant planned in 
neighborhood

• Opportunities for 
engagement and 
leadership
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