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A comprehensive West Side Area 
Plan completed last October, was 
adopted by the Common Council 
on December 1, 2009.  This plan 
identifies areas on the west side of 
Mi lwaukee in  need of  a 
c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t  f o r 
redevelopment, investment, job 
creation, and building/street 
improvements.  The BID 16-
Uptown Crossing area was one 
such designated region. 
The final draft of the plan was 
revealed  October 22 at a public 
meeting held at Faith United 
Church of Christ on 78th and 
Hope streets.  It included an 
overview and market analysis of 
proposed recommendations based 
on prior visioning sessions with 
business and civic leaders, and the 
public at large.   

Area plans such as this target the 
decision makers (aldermen, business 
leaders, investors and developers, 
BID boards); offering concise and 
educated ways to improve business 
and welfare in geographically 
identified areas.  This is accomplished 
by identifying key elements of a 
neighborhood, and focusing on 
improving and enhancing what 
already exists.  Targeted investment 
opportunities are identified, and 
interested parties are able to make 
wise decisions that will impact the 
future of the business corridors of 
these neighborhoods. 
Chapters 5 and 6 directly address the 
BID-16, Uptown Crossing business 
corridor and offer suggestions and 
recommendations for improvements 
to enhance the existing businesses, 
and attract new business and 

A new TIN area falling within the 
BID 16 overlay has recently been 
announced by the Department of 
C i t y  Deve lopment .   The 
boundaries are N. 53rd Street to N. 
60th Street and W. North Avenue 
to W. Lisbon Avenue (Part of the 
g r e a t e r  S h e r m a n  P a r k 
Neighborhood).   
A TIN (Targeted Investment 
Neighborhood) is a program 
created to focus City resources in a 
small geographical area (six to 
twelve blocks) in order to make a 
strong and lasting impact in a 

New Uptown Crossing TIN Announced 
neighborhood.   
The overall goal is to encourage 
homeownership and responsible 
landlords--and to improve the safety 
and overall physical appearance of a 
neighborhood.  If you are a 
homeowner within the set boundaries, 
you may qualify for a low-interest or 
f o r g i v a b l e  l o a n  t o  m a k e 
improvements to your property.  
There are also forgivable loans 
available for rehabbing rental 
properties.   
The TIN further has a "Buy in your 
neighborhood" program, offering 

down-payment loans to residents 
who purchase an investment 
property within three blocks of the 
home they live in.  Other priorities 
of the program include exterior 
repairs, code repairs, roofing, 
windows, siding, electrical and 
plumbing. 
Part ic ipat ion is  based on 
household income, rents charged 
in investment properties and 
several other factors.  To find out 
if you qualify for the program, 
contact Fred Curzan at (414) 444-
9803, or visit www.mkedcd.org/
housing/nidc. 

investment to the area.  The 
adoption by the Common Council 
means that the general parameters 
of the plan meet with City 
requirements and expectations, and 
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  w i l l  b e 
implemented as resources and 
investment interest become 
available.   
"Gateways" to the district are 
stressed in order to establish 
identity.  Sherman Blvd and W. 
North Avenue, N. 60th Street and 
W. North, and N. 55th and W. 
North were mentioned for possible 
improvements to serve as 
delineators of the district and 
c r e a t e  i d e n t i t y  f o r  t h e 
neighborhood.  Read the entire 
report on the Department of City 
Development's website.  http://
www.mkedcd.org/planning/
plans/West/Index.html 
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 New Businesses Open in BID 16 District 
Sho-N-Out 

Sho-N-Out, a full-service barber and 
hair salon has opened at 5501 W. 
North Avenue.  The space was 
vacant until last July, when much 
interior work was completed by the 
new tenants.  After renovating the 
space, the salon opened last August. 
Tony, C.J, Henry and Sherman cut 
and style men's and children's hair, 
and welcome new clients in their 
bright and airy salon.   
Sho-N-Out offers haircuts, shaves, 
shampoo, eyebrow arch, mustache 
trimming and more.  Specials run 
continuously, and if you pick up a 
coupon, you can get up to $5.00 off  
many services.  Stop in for your next 
cut.  They are competitively priced, 
with adult haircuts starting at just 
$13.00. 

Sho-N-Out 

5501 W. North Avenue 

(414) 442-0442  

Mon-Fri  7am-6pm 

Sat. 6am-5pm 

 

Milwaukee Design Collection 

Mi lwaukee Design Collection 
opened for business on November 
20th.  This beautiful store was 
inspired by the lack of unique 
resources for interior designers and 
the general public within the metro-
Milwaukee area.  Owners Michael 
McKinley, Kerry Shannon and 
Kenneth Ludwig all bring to the 
shop an experienced but fresh spin  

on all that is good in interior design.  
Kenneth Ludwig has a permanent 
showroom at the Merchandise Mart 
in Chicago. 
Their shop offers a combination of 
home furnishings and décor—some 
available right off the showroom 
floor, others by special order.  Many 
items can be customized with fabrics 
or finishes.  Every imaginable 
accessory is also available.  From 
candles to accent rugs, lamps to 
mirrors, you will find what you are 
looking for in this large store. 
The shop welcomes browsers, but 
will always have a “to-the-trade-only” 
component.  If you are shopping for 
unique home furnishings, there is 
nothing else like Milwaukee Design 
Collection in the metropolitan area.  
The store is offering 50 percent off 
all upholstered floor samples, and 25 
percent off any custom order 
through the end of February.   
Milwaukee Design Collection 

5203 W. North Avenue 

(414) 444-5010 

www.milwaukeedesigncollection.com 

 

Boutique Revolution 

Sheena Luckett opened Boutique 
Revolution and Gallery October 
17th.  Ms. Luckett produces the 
Fashion Revolution show each year 
and had always dreamed of owning a 
fashion boutique. Her store is 
located at 5209 W. North Avenue.   

The store sells designer-produced 
clothing in sizes 0-3X.  These 
clothing items are sold for area 
designers on consignment.  Ms. 
Luckett adds to the mix some of her 
own designs, as well as numerous 
vintage clothing items.  A wide range 
of accessories rounds out the 
selection.  Interesting purses, jewelry, 
belts and more complete the eclectic 
selection. 
Boutique Revolution is also a gallery 
featuring local artists works.  There is 
always an interesting selection of 
artwork for sale in the shop.  "I 
always have original artwork on 
display and for sale.  My priority is to 
have people shop locally, and to 
offer free art events including gallery 
openings and poetry reading," she 
says. 
Boutique Revolution is open 
Tuesday through Thursdays, 1 to 6 
pm and Saturdays from 1 to 7 pm.  
Most designer garments can be 
custom-ordered in any size or fabric.  
Prices are very reasonable for 
designer wares. 
Boutique Revolution & Gallery 

5209 W. North Avenue 

(414) 871-0624 

www.thefashionrevolution.com 



Building Renovation Taking Place  
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The former Mecca Furniture building 
on the north west corner of N. 55th and 
W. North Avenue is getting a facelift.  
Disfiguring metal panels covered the 
entire second floor for years.  The 
current owner has removed the metal 
and revealed a long-forgotten facade of 
beautiful windows and decorative terra-
cotta ornamentation.   

The storefronts are being renovated and 
are currently for rent.  The owner, Omar 
Ahmad, has decided to divide the first 
floor into three storefronts, but is 
flexible depending on prospective 
tenants’ needs.  "There will be eight 
apartments on the second floor, and we 
are making them ‘condo-ready’ for the 
future.  We are making the stores and 
apartments handicapped accessible, and 

WWW.UPTOWNCROSSING.COM 

there will be eight indoor parking 
spaces for the apartments," says 
Ahmad.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work is progressing steadily, with the 
storefronts scheduled to be finished by 
the end of February.  Work on the 
residential units will begin around 
March 1, and the facade will be restored 
(as weather permits) in the spring. 
Ahmad's company, AZ Management, 
has applied for a city facade grant for 
assistance with exterior renovations.  
Once approved, expect dramatic 
improvements to this important piece 
of real estate.  If you know of a 
business looking to lease prime retail 
space, please call AZ Management at 
(708) 997-0202.         
                                                  

A bronze dedication plaque with the 
names of major sponsors of the 
Uptown Triangle sculpture was 
installed in December.  The plaque 
commemorates those whose donations 
made this art project possible.  For a 
complete listing of donors appearing 
on the plaque, visit Uptown Crossing's    
w e b  s i t e  a t 
www.uptowncrossing.com. 
 

Bronze Dedication Plaque 
Installed at                     

Uptown Triangle 

Giant Coffee Cup Moving to 
North Avenue 

The giant coffee cup, a neighborhood 
landmark located at 5010 W. Vliet 
Street, is going to be relocated to North 
Avenue.  According to the Business 
Journal dated November 27, 2009, Peter 
Grimes, owner of the building with the 
cup, has decided to hire a crane operator 
to move the cup and its support frames 
to a property he owns 15 blocks 
northwest at 58th and W. North Ave. 
Grimes is negotiating with a local coffee 
roaster to open a coffee chop at the 
North Avenue location.  Meanwhile, at 
the Vliet Street location, Grimes plans to 
rent to the Caradaro Club of West Allis.  
They plan to open their second location 
at the building on Vliet Street in early 
2010, and the cup does not fit with their 
restaurant theme. 

The BID 16 board is still in need of 
several members to fill key positions.  
If you know of a dynamic, self-starting 
person willing to meet one evening 
per month, and volunteer for 
occasional projects, please contact 
Gordon Steimle, President of the 
b o a r d  t h r o u g h 
danielm@ogdenre.com. 
Preference is given to building or 
business owners within the BID 
d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s ,  n e a r b y 
neighborhood residents, or those with 
particular skills that would help 
promote the activities of the BID.   

BID 16 Still Seeking  
Board Members 



Uptown Crossing Business Association 

c/o Ogden & Co. Inc. 

1665 N. Water Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

WWW.UPTOWNCROSSING.COM 

How to Contact the BID 
City of Milwaukee 
Department of City Development 
809 North Broadway 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-286-5735 
 
BID Board Meetings 

The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District’s Board of 
Directors meets regularly on the second Monday of the month.  
Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at McBob’s, 4919 W. North 
Ave.  If you want the Board to discuss an issue or concern, it must 
be placed on the agenda.  To put a topic on the agenda or get in-
formation on upcoming meetings, contact a WNABA board mem-

GORDON STEIMLE, PRESIDENT  414-270-6364 

Vice President, Ogden & Company, Inc. 
JILL SANDERS-TRACHTE, V.P  414-258-3540 

Property Owner, 5201-5211 W. North Ave. 
CHRIS MCROBERTS, SEC. & TREAS. 414-871-5050 

Owner, Proprietor, McBob’s Pub, 4919 W. North Ave. 
CHRIS HAU    414-265-9265 

Principal, Quorum Architects, 3112 W. Highland Blvd 
The BID is seeking additional property or business owners  

to be a part of the Board.  414-270-6364. 

 
 

WNABA Board Members 


