
By Alderman Michael J. Murphy

Better and smoother 
streets are coming soon 
to the Uptown Crossing 
neighborhood!

In the last budget 
proposal, I fought to 
reallocate $1.5 million of 
capital funding to the High 
Impact Paving Program, 
increasing the total 2015 High 
Impact Paving Program to $7 
million. This increase allows 
even more streets within the 
City of Milwaukee to attain 
much-needed restoration.

I’m excited to announce that W. 
North Avenue, from W. Lisbon Avenue 
to the city limit (N. 60th Street), is 
scheduled to be repaved under the 
City of Milwaukee’s High Impact Paving 
Program, which targets streets that 
have high traffic volumes and that serve 
commercial or employment corridors. 
High Impact projects cost one-third less 
per mile than conventional paving and 
no special assessments are imposed on 
property owners. 

The goal of the High Impact 
Paving Program is to expedite street 
improvements that 1) have an immediate 
benefit to adjacent businesses, 2) prolong 

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Tina Holst
(414) 364-3787

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 
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the life of pavement that is still in fair 
condition, and 3) reduce the duration 
of construction and disruption to 
neighborhoods. Similar streets, such as 
Humboldt Avenue, Holton Street, and 
Brady Street have all undergone this 
paving work with positive results.
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North Avenue 
to be repaved

Before North Avenue is to 
be repaved, sewer replacement 
is scheduled to begin mid-March 
with a June 30, 2015 deadline for 
completion. Road pavement will 
take place shortly after sewer work 
completion and is expected to take 
about one week. If the sewer work 
is completed early, and the paving 
contractor’s schedule permits, the 
project may be paved in June rather 
than July.

Should you have questions 
regarding city-related services 
or about the High Impact Paving 
Program, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at 414-286-3763 or 
mmurph@milwaukee.gov.

continued from cover page

The City of Milwaukee’s 
Department of City Development 
(DCD) recently gave a 
presentation to community 
business owners and stakeholders 
on the resources available to 
help local businesses within the 
boundaries of BID 16 interested in 
revitalizing their storefronts. 

We believe that new storefronts 
and signage will help bring new 
life and vibrancy to the businesses 
in the district. First impressions 
matter, and renovating the street 
faces of a building will help put it’s 
best face forward and attract new 
customers to the area. 

One opportunity available for 
improved business aesthetics is 
the Façade Grant Program offered 
by the DCD. This program allows 
businesses to receive up to $5,000 
per storefront for work done 
on windows, doors, awnings and 
landscaping. Project budgets must 
exceed $2,000. 

Since the city grants often 
do not cover the entire cost of 
a project, additional funding is 
available to assist property owners 
and businesses with improvements 
to their facades through the BID 
16 Façade Grant Program. The BID 
offers a match up to $2,500 for 

businesses that 
receive a grant 
from DCD. 
This is to 
help alleviate 
the cost that 
business 
owners 
experience as 
they improve 
their façades. 

The DCD 
also offers 
a Signage 
Grant, 
providing 
even more 
opportunity 

to enhance the unique images of 
Uptown Crossings businesses. 

A full list of submission 
requirements for both the Façade 
and Signage grants can be found 
on the city’s website: http://city.
milwaukee.gov/Facade.

Projects must first be approved 
through the City of Milwaukee’s 
Façade Grant Program. A copy 
of the façade grant application 
and additional information can be 
found on the BID 16 Website at 
www.uptowncrossing.com. 

Grants Available from 
Department of City 
Development

Alderman Michael Murphy
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BID Board Welcomes Tina Holst
The newest member of the 

board of directors of Business 
Improvement District #16 recently 
took her oath of office to start 
her term. The Milwaukee Common 
Council officially approved Tina 
Holst, a long-time resident in the 
Uptown Crossing area, in January.

Tina has a long history of 
involvement and activism in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. For 
two years, she served as a block 
captain for her block and organized 
an annual celebration. She helped 
form, and currently serves as the 
president of, the Uptown Crossing 
Neighborhood Association. She 
was also instrumental in starting 

On behalf of all the members of Business Improvement District 
16, we hope that 2015 is off to a strong start for you. It was great 
to visit with so many business owners during our annual streetwide 
meeting in February and hear how business has been doing. Thank 
you for all that you do to keep our business district thriving.

During our streetwide meeting, we reported on some of our 
successes for 2014, but also looked forward to 2015. The Board is 
continuing to investigate ways to increase off-street parking in the 
District. We are looking at potential parking opportunities right 
now with the City, including the vacant lot at the corner of N. 56th 
Street and W. North Avenue. One of our board members, Chris Hau, 
described some initial research that has been done on the project. 
As we continue to move forward, we will keep all BID members 
informed.

We were also thankful that Alderman Michael Murphy could 
join us for the annual meeting. He shared updates on a number of 
neighborhood initiatives, as well as addressed issues facing the entire 
city. We are thankful for his leadership.

Finally, we wanted to introduce you to our newest board 
member, Tina Holst (see accompanying article). We are excited 
to bring her on board and add a new, fresh perspective to our 
discussions.

If there is anything that any of us can do for you, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you for your 
support in making BID 16 a destination for people from all around the metro area.

Update from BID Board President Gordon Steimle

-Gordon

the Uptown Community Garden 
of Peace at 45th Street and North 
Avenue. 

The BID Board is excited to 
welcome Tina and looks forward 
to working with her, as well as 
all the property owners in the 
District, to continue to make 
Uptown Crossing a place people 
want to spend time in for business 
or pleasure.

There is still one additional 
vacancy left on the Board. If any 
business or property owner in the 
District is interested in serving, 
please contact Marsha McNeil at 
marsham@odgenre.com to learn 
more.
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In this issue:

• North Avenue Repaving

• More Grants for BID 
16 businesses

• New community leader 
joins BID Board
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