
The area that 
now ends Highway 
175 (formally U.S. 
Highway 41) at 
Lisbon Avenue 
has gone through 
various phases 
of construction 
since the 1950s. 
There were homes 
along that stretch 
of road until the 
freeway was built 
between 1953 and 
1955. 

Now in 
cooperation 
with the City 
of Milwaukee, 
Business Improvement District 16 has 
purchased the building and land where 
Highway 175 meets Lisbon Avenue. The 
deteriorating property has sat vacant for 
years. 

“The property is really an eyesore,” 
says Gordon Steimle, president of BID 
16. “Working with the public, the state, 
and city officials, we’ll reconsider traffic 
flow in the area and change the parcel of 
land to become a welcoming gateway to 
the Uptown Crossing neighborhood.” 

Steimle envisions a variety of options 
for the area that are modeled after other 
neighborhoods or major thoroughfares, 
like the Historic Third Ward or Cesar E. 
Chavez Drive. 

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Tina Holst
(414) 364-3787

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735
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“We have some ideas and great 
examples in Milwaukee,” says Steimle. “It 
could be a roundabout, have signage or 
public art. 

“We’ll have public hearings on what it 
should be,” adds Steimle. “We’re excited 
about the potential and growth the 
neighborhood is experiencing.”

Over the last few years, Uptown 
Crossing has seen significant growth in 
traffic and businesses, including many 
minority-owned businesses. 

There is no demolition plan yet but 
those details will be shared once they 
become available. 

One idea for redesign of the Hwy 175/Lisbon interchange
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JO’s Learning Academy expanding 
early-elementary options

On a city block spanning nearly 
20,000 square feet of building space, 
Joceal Price’s vision for children is 
being realized.

Her daughter, Schnell Price-
Lambert, is new to the business of 
running a childcare center, but has 
been watching her mother since 
Price began Jo’s Daycare in 1967. 
Ms. Jo, as she is affectionately known 
in the community, cared for several 
children throughout the Milwaukee 
area, including many from her Uptown 
Crossing neighborhood. 

The tradition of service, early 
childhood education and maintaining 
a space in the Uptown Crossing 
neighborhood is something that Ms. 
Jo’s daughter carries on. Now, Price-
Lambert is president of JO’s Learning 
Academy, 4801 W. North Ave. 

“When I first started, I always 
asked myself, would this be the best 
for my children?” said Price-Lambert, 
the mother of two children, ages 10 
and 13.   

For the fall 2016-
2017 school year, JO’s 
Learning Academy 
will continue to 
operate as part 
of the Milwaukee 
Public School 
choice program, 
with a growing 
list of community 
partnerships. There 
are currently 40 
students enrolled 
between the K4 and 

K5 classes, 
and Price-Lambert intends 
to add 1st and 2nd grade 
classrooms in coming years.

JO’s is currently working 
on outdoor renovations 
for a community garden 
space, which will double as 
an outdoor classroom in 
the fall. The garden will have 
vegetables and flowers. 

“We’re very much looking 
forward to the garden and 
we want to encourage our 
neighbors in Washington 
Heights to volunteer,” said 
Price-Lambert. 

All of the meals at JO’s 
are prepared in-house in a 
commercial kitchen, due to a 
generous private donation.

“Our children have already had 
access to good, balanced meals and 
with the addition of the garden, these 
opportunities will literally grow,” 
added Price-Lambert. 

Cardinal Stritch University has 
also partnered with JO’s for four 
years. The University is known for its 
strong teacher education program. 
The partnership offers the K4 and K5 
children at JO’s access to university-
trained student teachers in the 
classroom twice per week. 

Price-Lambert sees the partnership 
with Stritch and other community 
childcare providers as contributing to 
success at JO’s. 

“We’re excited about expanding 
early elementary options for families,” 
said Price-Lambert. “We’re a choice 
school partnered with a university – 
that’s a big deal.” 

“The College of Education and 
Leadership at Cardinal Stritch 
University has found an amazing 
partner in JO’s Learning Academy,” 
said Dr. Elizabeth Eernisse, faculty 
member in the Language and Literacy 
Department. “We are so pleased to be 
able to support JO’s in its mission to 
positively impact the young children 
of Milwaukee, while providing our 
undergraduate and graduate students 
with a variety of on-site teaching and 
learning experiences that will help 
shape them as educators and leaders.”

“This is a community that has given 
me so much and I wanted to give 
back,” said Price-Lambert. 

She worked in corporate marketing 
for seven years before she decided 
to return to her hometown. In 1997, 
Schnell expanded her mother’s 
model of childcare and purchased 
a home in the Washington Heights 
neighborhood. Partnering with Legacy 

continued on following page
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Head west on North Avenue too 
fast, and you might miss it. 

McBob’s Pub & Grill is a quaint 
Milwaukee hideaway steeped in rich 
family Scottish and Irish traditions. 
Holding its own piece of Milwaukee 
history, McBob’s is located at 4919 
W. North Ave. and best known for 

their corned beef sandwiches “piled 
high on light or marble rye bread.” 
McBob’s has been a family-owned-and-
operated business since it opened in 
1986. 

The menu has grown over the 
years, but one constant is they 
have remained dedicated to the 
neighborhood and the city of 
Milwaukee. McBob’s holds various 

Local eatery celebrates 30 
years of service

fundraisers annually that support 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee Hope House, and the 
Mental Health Association of 
Wisconsin. 

Christine (Chris) McRoberts, 
one of the owners said, “When I 
became fully involved in McBob’s 

some 26 years ago, my 
husband and I decided to 
commit to the neighborhood by 
also buying our house here on 
54th Street. Our business plan 

was to expand our reach beyond 
the neighborhood and with our 
very central location this became 
reality.”

The corned beef has made 
McBob’s a household name in 

Milwaukee, but you can also enjoy 
beef or chicken tacos, wrapped in 
12-inch flour tortillas, which are 
served on days that begin with T or 
S. Fridays at McBob’s are reserved 
for a traditional fish fry. Orders are 
made with pan-fried perch, walleye, or 
grouper paired with potato pancakes 
or American fries. 

“Now, McBob’s customer base is 
throughout the Milwaukee area,” said 
McRoberts. “Staying here these past 
30 years did not come without its 
problems though.  We still have some 
difficulty getting some people to come 
to our neighborhood but through 
the years we have converted a lot of 
people to the beauty of North Avenue 
and Washington Heights.” 

McBob’s partners with other area 
organizations to celebrate and share 
in the deep traditions of Irish and 
Scottish culture in Milwaukee and 
is very excited to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary on Saturday, July 30, 2016. 

“We will be having a party all day 
and night,” said McRoberts. “ We 
will have entertainment all day, along 
with food and beverages. In addition, 
we will be running a raffle with the 
proceeds going to the Gigi Playhouse. 
We look forward to celebrating with 
the friends we’ve made over the past 
30 years.”

Bank, Schnell used some of her own 
financial resources to renovate the 
building to meet the educational 
needs of the children.  

Shortly after opening in 2000, 
JO’s became a model for success and 
attracted partnerships from other 
providers in the city. Next Door, 
a local leader in early childhood 
education partnered with JO’s for 10 

years, and the Social Development 
Commission was a partner for three 
years. 

Another of JO’s current partners 
is a national leader in early childhood 
education. Since 2012, Acelero 
Learning has offered Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs. JO’s also 
has an ongoing 14-year partnership 
with Bruce Guadalupe School, offering 

childcare and Head Start services for 
children 6 weeks to 4 years old on the 
southside of Milwaukee.

Price-Lambert hopes to have JO’s 
partnerships continued and for the 
community surrounding Uptown 
Crossing neighborhood to continue 
to grow and build upon strengths and 
opportunities. 
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Uptown Crossing 
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• Quality child-care 
offering builds great 
partnerships

• Big anniversary for 
neighborhood stalwart

up
to

w
nc

ro
ss

in
g.

co
m


