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Welcome to the latest edi-
tion of The Uptown 
Crossing BID 16 news-

letter! The BID Board thinks it is 
very important to communicate on 
a regular basis to the property and 
business owners within The Uptown 
Crossing business improvement dis-
trict. 

We try to produce this newsletter 
three to four times per year with a fo-
cus on highlighting new businesses 
opening on the street, property reha-
bilitations, new street amenities like 
holiday decoration and banners, etc.  

 A couple of projects that the BID 
is working on this year include cre-
ating a request for proposal to solicit 
an investor/developer to buy and 
rehabilitate vacant buildings within 
the district. It is our hope to partner 
with one or more people to purchase 

a building and then help them to re-
model and find tenants for the space. 
To that end, we have hired Quorum 
Architects to help us define the scope 
of work needed to bring two vacant 
buildings up to a standard where 
they can be occupied. We hope to 
have the RFP completed later this 
year. 

Another project the BID is work-
ing on is a new set of winter season 
banners. The banners will feature an 
updated Uptown Crossing logo and 
will be installed in early 2011. On 
behalf of the entire BID Board, we 
welcome your thoughts, comments 
and involvement.

Respectfully,
Gordon Steimle
President
BID 16 Board of Directors

Proposed winter banner design

Locally owned businesses are the 
backbone of our city’s economy. As 
Common Council President and Al-
derman for the 15th District, I work 
to attract new private sector partners, 

as well as keep doors open for exist-
ing businesses. In my years as alder-
man, I’m proud of the fact that nu-
merous city leaders have stepped up 
to the plate and partnered with my 
office to transform our commercial 
corridors. The work is far from fin-
ished, but we have made significant 
progress. 

There was a time when residents 
and potential investors stayed far 
away from North, Lisbon and Fond 
du Lac avenues. Today, there is a 
steady stream of interested entre-
preneurs. This transformation is tan-

gible, from Pennebaker Enterprises, 
which left Glendale for the 30th 
Street Industrial Corridor just off 
North Avenue, to McBob’s Pub & 
Grill, which has leveraged city grant 
funding to upgrade its façade. I have 
always prided myself in being pro-
business, pro-jobs and pro-growth in 
the 15th District. 

If you have questions about how 
the City of Milwaukee can support 
your business, please call my office 
at 414-286-3965. Together, we can 
ensure that the city is open to oppor-
tunity and open for business. 

Pro-business, jobs and growth in the 15th District

President 
Willie Hines



Washington Heights Area 3 Council: 
Cleaning Up the Community
By Jesse Carpender

On Tuesday, Sept. 14, the Wash-
ington Heights Area 3 Council met 
to discuss plans for a neighborhood 
clean-up and heard a report from a 
committee about reversing prob-
lem properties. 

Gregory Stanford, Area 3’s rep-
resentative for the Washington 
Heights Neighborhood Associa-
tion, said the council has had a 
positive impact on the community 
since it was formed one year ago.

Last fall, about 70 residents of 
Washington Heights Area 3 par-
ticipated in a neighborhood clean-
up. People picked up the junk and 
trash in yards and alleys. Kids were 
rewarded with brownies and popsi-
cles for each trash bag they brought 
back to the two large dumpsters. 
After the clean-up, a permanent 
organization open to all residents 
and business owners of Area 3 was 
formed.

“I went door to door to gauge 
concerns and identify who want-
ed to be involved,” said Stanford. 

Common concerns included hous-
ing conditions, residential prob-
lems such as noise, and police re-
sponse.

“The council brought people to-
gether to discuss their issues,” he 
said.

“Before this, there weren’t many 
opportunities to get together.”

The council meets every other 
month, with e-meetings on the 
off months, and puts out a quar-
terly newsletter with neighborhood 
news. They also created a list of 
neighborhood rules that addressed 
problems such as car horns, litter-
ing, pet problems and general up-
keep. Stanford said these problems 
have declined.

In the last year, the council has 
sponsored events such as a street 
picnic in July and neighborhood 
walks (one with Alderman Wil-
lie Hines and Alderman Michael 
Murphy). The council has acted 
on properties by appearing before 
City Hall to get building inspec-
tions and talked to city officials 
about problem properties.

 Area 3 residents enjoying the July picnic. Photo courtesy of Greg Stanford.

Save the Date:

By Matt O’Neill

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District Board will 
be hosting an open meeting for lo-
cal business owners and residents 
on Monday, November 8, 2010, 
5:30 p.m. at Mekong Café, 5930 
W. North Ave.  

Incredible appetizers (“killer 
apps” in modern lingo) will be 
served.  Please join the Board to 
discuss ways to help our local busi-
nesses thrive.

Please RSVP to: 
marsham@ogdenre.com 
or 414.270.4163

The Uptown Crossing Board pro-
motes businesses located on North 
Avenue from Sherman Boulevard 
to 60th Street and Lisbon from 
46th to 51st streets.  

To learn more about the Board 
visit: www.uptowncrossing.com

Uptown Crossing 
Streetwide Meeting 
Nov. 8 at Mekong

Stanford said that the council 
has made a notable difference in 
the neighborhood. “There is more 
optimism about the area ever since 
we got together,” he said. “Things 
seem better.”

For meeting notes, area updates 
and council events, visit: www.
washingtonheightsarea3neigh-
borhoodcouncil.com



By Jason Rae

The BID 16 Board of Directors 
met on Monday, September 13 at 
5:30pm for the monthly board meet-
ing. Among the items of discussion 
for the Board were planning for the 
streetwide meeting, approving the 
new street banner and discussing the 
formation of a development entity to 
rehabilitate vacant properties in the 
district.

Chris Hau, a board member and 
Principal Project Manager at Quo-
rum Architects, talked about the 
work being done by a subcommit-
tee of the board to make it easier for 
vacant buildings to have a new oc-
cupants. The subcommittee is work-
ing on developing an RFP that will 
be sent out from the BID to solicit 
development partners. The whole 
process is to be completed by the end 
of this year. For those interested in 
learning more, please contact Chris 
Hau at 414-265-9265.

In addition, the Board approved the 

purchase of 90 new Uptown Cross-
ing street banners which will be used 
January 1 to late March, before the 
tulip banners go up. An image of the 
new banner has been included on the 
front of the newsletter.

The board heard from several resi-
dents and business owners in the BID 
regarding issues or complaints and 
worked on addressing and solving 
those problems. The BID meets on 
the second Monday of each month at 
McBob’s Pub at 4919 W. North Av-
enue. Interested business owners and  
others are invited to attend.

By Jesse Carpender

Rachel Johnson-Grant didn’t 
always plan on opening a cloth-
ing store. She went to school for 
Interior Design. But after some 
encouragement from her husband, 
she decided to pursue another 
design interest: fashion. “I love 
to dress,” Johnson-Grant said. 

“When I was a little girl, I made 
dresses for Barbie. It’s a passion 
of mine.” 

On April 3, Mar Rae’s Boutique 
opened at 5201 W. North Ave.  The 
boutique sells women’s clothing: 
weekend wear, work attire, and 
night wear. Johnson-Grant looks 
for vendors with “edgy and con-
temporary” clothing. 

“Eventually I’d like to have lo-
cal designers in my store from 
around the Midwest,” she said. 
Mar Rae’s features jewelry by 
Jorena, a local jewelry maker.

What makes Mar Rae’s spe-
cial is the wide range of sizes it 
offers, Johnson-Grant said. The 
store has sizes from 0 – 24 and 
plus sizes. “You never really see 
affordable, quality junior, miss 
and plus sized clothes in one 
store,” she said. 

At Mar Rae’s Soiree, an event 
every fourth Thursday each 
month, customers can enjoy 
free wine and hor d' oeuvres 
while they shop, as well as a 
15 percent discount. Johnson-
Grant said to look out for the 
Fall Trunk Show the first week 
of October.

While it’s stressful being a 
first time business owner, John-
son-Grant’s husband helps keep 

her going on the slow days. “My 
husband motivates me to do what 
I do. He’ll say, ‘Keep it up! This 
is what you want to do!’” she said.

Mar Rae’s Boutique
5201 W. North Ave. / 444-3141
www.marraesboutique.com

Mar Rae’s Boutique: All style, all sizes

Rachel Johnson-Grant in her boutique.

BID 16
Meeting Recap



How to Contact the BID
City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development
809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

414-286-5735

BID Board Meetings

GORDON STEIMLE, PRESIDENT 414-270-6364
Vice President, Ogden & Company, Inc.

JILL SANDERS-TRACHTE, V.P 414-258-3540
Property Owner, 5201-5211 W. North Ave.

CHRIS MCROBERTS, SEC. & TREAS. 414-871-5050
Owner, Proprietor, McBob’s Pub, 4919 W. North Ave.

CHRIS HAU 414-265-9265
Principal, Quorum Architects, 3112 W. Highland Blvd

MATTHEW O’NEILL 414-271-0130
Shareholder, Friebert, Finerty & St. John, S.C.

The BID is seeking additional property or business owners to be a 
part of the Board. If interested, please contact us at 414-270-6364.

WNABA Board Members

Uptown Crossing Business Association
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District’s 
Board of Directors meets regularly on the second Monday 
of the month. Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at Mc-
Bob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If you want the Board to discuss 
an issue or concern, it must be placed on the agenda. To 
put a topic on the agenda or get information on upcoming 
meetings, contact a WNABA board member.


