
The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

Brian Burke
(414) 774-9219

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735

Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Uptown Crossing bids 
farewell to Community Liaison 
Captain Michael Brunson

Milwaukee Police Department – 
District Three Community Liaison, 
Captain Michael Brunson has been 
promoted to Deputy Inspector of Police 
and reassigned to Internal Affairs. 

Captain Brunson was the 
Community Liaison for District Three 
for the past three years, working and 
collaborating with Uptown Crossing 
businesses and neighbors to keep the 
area safe. 

In a message to the neighborhood, 
Captain Brunson said, “Thanks to all of 
you for contributing your time, talent 
and efforts in making Milwaukee a safer 
and better place to live. 

“I’m going to miss being assigned to 
District Three as it has been a rewarding 
experience for me.”

Captain Brunson was well-known 
throughout the neighborhood, and made 
frequent appearances in the media on 
behalf of city-wide neighborhood safety.

The Milwaukee Police Department 
announced Captain Brunson’s successor, 
Captain Jason Smith, at the end of June.  

The BID 16 offers its congratulations 
and best of luck to Deputy Inspector 
Brunson, and looks forward to a long 
and productive partnership with Captain 
Smith to keep Uptown Crossing a great 
place to live and do business.
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Sharehouse Goods moving 
into Uptown 

Local residents can 
expect a new resale store on the 
5500 block of North Avenue before 
Christmas, replacing the long-vacant 
Hartter’s Bakery building. 

Sharehouse Goods, an online 
resale company with numerous local 
partnerships across southeastern 
Wisconsin, is opening up a new 
storefront at 5507 W. North Ave. and 
expanding its business. 

A nontraditional company, 
Sharehouse Goods has seen dramatic 
growth from its online sales since 
starting in February, 2011 – enough 
to fund the storefront expansion into 
Uptown Crossing.

Sharehouse Goods was started by 
Jarod Conk and his wife, Bethany, after 
selling a few old books to “declutter” 
their house. Their operation grew 
steadily for six months, and Jarod 
was faced with a decision to take 
Sharehouse Goods full-time or give up 
on his online business. 

“I really felt like each book that 
was given to us was an opportunity 
and gift from God,” says Jarod, a 
former teacher at Eastbrook Academy 
and youth pastor. 

“So I had to make a 
decision whether or not to take 
this full-time, because it was just 
getting to be too much to run 
part-time.”

Since his decision to commit 
himself fully to Sharehouse Goods, 
he has grown the online business 
and formed new partnerships 
with local libraries, schools, and 
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He describes his business 
model as simple, yet work-
intensive. A typical week for Jarod 
includes 12 to 16 hours driving 
from rummage sale to rummage 
sale searching for valuable items. 
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these items’ value, he is able to 
match goods with buyers. 

His partnerships have been 
a boon to his business as well. 
Rather than actively searching 
for all of the items to sell himself, 
Sharehouse Goods’ partners now 
bring him items to sell on their 
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Jarod adds, “We connect 
people who have things to sell but 
are without the markets or means 
to sell them.”

Jarod and Bethany, who 
recently moved into a house on 
Grant Boulevard, see exciting new 
opportunities and potential for the 
local community. 

Jarod says Uptown Crossing was 
an ideal location because he wants to 
make a substantial impact in the local 
community, and breathe new life into 
the 5500 block.

“Since moving to the city, I’ve met 
more people in the last four months 
than I did in seven years living in the 
suburbs,” he says. 

“I am not under any illusions; 
the city faces challenges,” continues 
Jarod.  “But through working with 
community partners and working 
hard, this is a community that is worth 
committing to.”

Jarod has an exciting vision for his 
recently acquired property. In addition 
to Sharehouse Goods, he is also 
hoping to partner with a new pastry 
chef to open a bakery or café. He 
says that neighbors and community 
members he has spoken with would 
like a café or place to stop and grab 
coffee or a bite to eat in the area. 

Jarod hopes that the two new 
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The old Hartter’s Bakery will be 
transformed into Sharehouse Goods
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drive new businesses to Uptown 
Crossing.

“We want to be good neighbors 
in the business community,” says Jarod.

Sharehouse Goods currently 
employs three people in addition 
to Jarod and his brother. He says he 
would ideally like to expand to 10 
employees, but does not want to grow 
much beyond that so he can continue 
focusing on his family. 

Jarod grew up in Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin and attended Wheaton 
College in Illinois. After his work as 
a youth minister, he settled back in 
Milwaukee after he and Bethany were 
offered jobs at Eastbrook Academy. 
They have two young kids, and are 
clearly excited about their new 
business opportunities in Uptown 
Crossing.

The Conks welcome neighbors to 
stop by and say hello.

Pretscholds are hoping to build an 
expansion on their building to house 
their other business, Archangel Sign, 
which specializes in vinyl, molded 
letter and lit signage for interior and 
exterior.  

Although the expansion is 
not expected to begin until after 
the renovation is complete, the 
Pretscholds are eager to break 
ground. 

“Eventually we’d like to have both 
businesses right next door to each 
other,” says Wayne.  “As Archangel 
Sign is growing, we’d like to have the 
extra space.”

The Prestcholds hope to start 
the renovations at Pretschold Awning 
over the next two to three months. 

Renovation and 
expansion in the works 
for Pretschold Awning 

Pretschold Awning, located 
at 5523 W. North Ave, is in 
the planning stages of a major 
expansion and renovation project, 
according to owners Wayne and 
Elizabeth Pretschold. 
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the projects has not been set, the 
Pretschold’s renovation plans for 
the property currently include new 
paint for the exterior as well as 
new windows and awning. 

“We recently met with a 
designer to help us with the 
planning process of these projects,” 
says Wayne.  “We’re excited to get 
started.”

In addition to the renovations 
at Pretschold Awning, the 

Façade grant awards from BID 
16 help pay up to 50% of a property 
owner’s share of façade improvements 
up to $2,500. Each address in BID 16 
is only eligible to receive one grant 
per calendar year. In addition, only 
work begun after approval by the City 
of Milwaukee is eligible for a grant.

A copy of the application and 
additional information can be found 
on the BID 16 website at: 
http://www. uptowncrossing.com.

Façade grants 
still available

the new owners hope to use - and 
transform - the entire property



Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

uptowncrossing.com

Fall 2013
In this issue:
�� A warm farewell to 

Captain Brunson;  
welcome to Captain Smith 

�� New upscale resale 
shop to anchor 

5500 block of North Ave. 

�� Longtime business 
Pretschold Awning 

expanding
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