
On behalf of all the members of Business 
Improvement District 16, we hope that your fall is 
off to a tremendous start. It was great to see and 
visit with many of you this past summer. It certainly 
sounds and looks like businesses are growing and 
thriving here in Uptown Crossing.

The BID Board has been working  
diligently over the past few 
weeks to prepare our plan 
for 2015. Our annual plan 
that was submitted to the 
City details a number of 
important initiatives that we 
are confident will help to 
improve the boundaries of 
BID 16. 

Among the initiatives 
included in our plan is 
to continue providing 
matching funds to 
businesses that receive a 
City of Milwaukee façade 
grant. We plan to give up 
to $2,500 to business 
owners that apply for 
and receive funding from 
the City. This means that 
if you have an eligible 
façade project that requires $10,000 of work, you 
could get up to $5,000 from the City and another 
$2,500 from BID 16. That leaves you responsible for 
only a fraction of the overall cost.

In addition, as you’ll read about in this newsletter, 
we plan to provide contributions to BID business 
owners who participate in the City’s Surveillance 
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Resources are available 
to help local businesses 
within the boundaries of 
BID 16 to install surveillance 
cameras. The program 
was launched last summer, 
championed by Common 
Council President Michael 
Murphy. 

Surveillance cameras 
utilized in commercial 
corridors have proven effective in 
helping to deter crime and also 
helping to solve crimes. Commercial 
corridors in the City of Milwaukee 
will be able to take advantage of 
a new city public-safety initiative 
that will provide mounted, police-
monitored surveillance cameras.

Matching funds are available 
through Milwaukee’s Safe and Sound 
program. Businesses would have 
to provide $1,200, which would be 
matched by federal and city funds. 
Additionally, BID 16 will provide 
additional grants to businesses, helping 
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to further reduce the cost. The BID 
plans on providing grants of $600 
to businesses that participate in the 
program.

We believe the installation of 
these cameras will have a long-term 
positive impact for businesses on our 
street and encourage members to 
take advantage of the program.

Interested businesses should 
contact Marsha McNeil at  
marsham@odgenre.com to acquire 
additional information and apply for 
camera grants.

Grants Available for 
Security Cameras

Camera Program. We believe that 
this program will have a positive 
impact on deterring crime in our 
area.

And finally, our plan calls to 
investigate ways to increase off-
street parking in the District. We 
have heard from many of you since 
our annual streetwide meeting 
about the need for additional 
parking to help allow customers 
to visit your businesses. We 
are looking at potential parking 
opportunities right now with 
the City, including the vacant lot 
at North 56th and West North 
Avenue. We’ll be talking more 
about that project over the next 
few months, so stay tuned.

I want to thank the other 
members of the BID Board for all 
of their work. If there is anything 
that any of us can do for you, please 
do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours,
Gordon Steimle
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Milwaukee Common Council
President Michael Murphy

In addition, façade grants are still 
available. Façade grant awards from 
BID 16 help pay up to 50 percent of 
a property owner’s share of façade 
improvements up to $2,500. Each 
address in BID 16 is only eligible to 
receive one grant per calendar year. 
In addition, only work begun after 
approval by the City of Milwaukee is 
eligible for a grant.

A copy of the application and 
additional information can be found on 
the BID 16 website at  
www.uptowncrossing.com.



Their variety can be 
overwhelming, but McRoberts 
recommends the Pepper 
Teriyaki or Chipotle Lime 
for new customers looking to try 
something for the first time.

McRoberts is passionate about his 
business – and about his jerky – and 
that is evident when you talk with 
him. He is always seeking new ways 
to expand and to get his product to 
customers across Milwaukee. He plans 
to work with local bars and taverns, 
“mom-and-pop” businesses, and other 
stores to sell his jerky.

Founded in February, Fathead 
Jerky is a co-venture with McBob’s 
Pub & Grill. The space allowed 
McBob’s to add a kitchen in the back 
and expand their capacity, and the 
storefront allows Fathead Jerky to 
sell their product. Similarly to their 
neighbor, Sharehouse Goods, these 
businesses are finding new, unique 
ways to maximize the use of their 
space and grow their business in BID 
16.
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Fathead Jerky Secures Niche 
in Milwaukee

The exterior and interior of Fathead Jerky

One of our Business Improvement 
District’s newest businesses is 
probably one you would not have 
expected to occupy one of the old 
Hartter Bakery buildings. However, 
Fathead Jerky has called BID 16 its 
home since February, and co-owner 
Taylor McRoberts is excited about the 
outlook for his business.

“We’ve received a great response 
from the community,” said McRoberts. 
“People enjoy seeing something new, 
something giving new life to this area. 
I’m thankful for the warm response 
from the community, it is good to 
know we are supported.”

Fathead Jerky is unique in many 
ways. Milwaukee is the only city where 
their brand of jerky is sold. They sell 
ten flavors of their own brand from 
a manufacturer who agreed to let 
Fathead Jerky market his product. You 
can also find an additional sixty flavors 
in their store, including alligator 
jerky, venison jerky, and everything in 
between.

“I want people to know that 
we’re here, and that we’re not just 
jerky, but we’re primarily jerky,” added 
McRoberts. Fathead Jerky also offers 
other products, such as mustards, 
cheeses, hot sauces, and more. He 
stresses the need to diversify his 
products, but also to provide quality 
jerky for his customers. 

If he is successful, McRoberts 
would like to open a second 
storefront location in Milwaukee and 
expand Fathead Jerky, but for now, he 
is just focused on building his brand 
and establishing his presence in the 
community. 

Fathead Jerky is located at 5513 
W North Ave and is open Tuesday 
to Sunday. For more information, 
you can visit their website, www.
fatheadjerky.com. 
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