
The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau, Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

Brian Burke
(414) 271-0130

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

Larry Kilmer
(414) 935-1924

The BID is seeking additional property 
or business owners to be a part of the 
Board. If interested, please contact us at 

(414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735

Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

uptowncrossing.com
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Cameras will help enhance 
public safety in commercial 
corridors

If businesses in any 
neighborhood are to be 
successful, there must be a 
sense of security and safety 
with that neighborhood.

Surveillance cameras 
utilized in commercial 
corridors have proven 
effective in helping to deter 
crime and also helping to 
solve crimes. 

For example, mounted 
surveillance cameras 
helped quickly identify the 
perpetrators of the Boston 
Marathon terror bombing and 
bring them to justice.

This summer, commercial corridors 
in the City of Milwaukee will be able 
to take advantage of a new city public 
safety initiative that will provide 
mounted, police-monitored surveillance 
cameras.

I’m proud to say I’m the lead 
sponsor of this initiative, joined by 
Alderman Bob Donovan. Mayor Tom 
Barrett is also a key supporter.

The initiative will use a $200,000 
matching grant to help provide 
monitored surveillance cameras in 
commercial corridors where Business 
Improvement Districts (BIDs) exist to 
support and help fund improvements. 

Details of the program will be 
announced soon, but the bottom line 
is that participating BIDs that provide 
matching funds will be able to access 
grant funding for the installation of 
cameras.

There are two sources of the funding 
for the $200,000 matching grant. Half will 
come from Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds, and half will 
come from funds generated from the 
Milwaukee Police Department’s asset 
forfeiture program, which is confiscated 
cash and property from criminal cases.

Please contact me with any questions 
about this program at (414) 286-3763 or 
mmurph@milwaukee.gov.
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By Alderman Michael J. Murphy
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An example of a public surveillance camera



Cream City Furniture brings vintage 
pieces into 21st century

As the weather 
warms up, shoppers in 
the Uptown Crossing 
neighborhood will 
notice a mix of colorful 
and unique furniture 
on display outside of 
Cream City Furniture. 
Located at 5209 West 
North Avenue, Cream 
City Furniture is a 
destination for anyone 
looking to add one-of-
a-kind pieces to their 
home or office. 

Erik Hall opened 
Cream City Furniture 
in Uptown Crossing 
last spring after hearing 
about the available 
storefront from a friend. 

“The location is 
great,” said Hall. “By 
having other interior 
stores such as Samara 
and Residence as neighbors, we can 
attract shoppers looking for a number 
of options on one block.”

Cream City Furniture specializes 
in repurposed furniture. Many of 
the pieces in Hall’s shop were either 
found at auction or donated by friends 
looking to save a piece of quality 
furniture from the landfill. Hall spends 
about four hours with each piece of 
furniture restoring or refinishing it 
before it is ready to be sold. 

“I see the furniture as pieces 
of art, but you can use them,” said 
Hall. “They’re interesting and great 
to look at, but these pieces are also 
functional and have purpose whether 
it’s hanging up your jacket or storing 
your clothes.”

Among the many unique pieces 
at Cream City Furniture are an old 
card catalog repurposed into a coffee 
table, a vibrant purple dresser and 
a set of wall hooks made out of old 
faucets. Prices for smaller pieces begin 

at around $20 and go 
up to about $700 for 
larger furniture. 

Hall, a longtime 
Milwaukee resident, 
has been making 
furniture for more 
than 15 years. He 
found his passion 
for building things 
as child while 
borrowing his 
father’s tools. 
Hall now has a 
workshop in his 
home located in 
the Washington 
Heights 
neighborhood 
in addition to a 
work space in 
Hales Corners. 

“The store 
is close to my 
house which is 
great,” said Hall. 

“I can go back and forth 
between the store and the 
shop when I need. My dad 
also looks after the store if 
I’m gone or working in the 
shop.”

If you’re interested 
in taking a look at the 
unique pieces offered by 
Cream City Furniture, 
the store is open Tuesday 
through Friday 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. To learn 
more about Cream City 
Furniture, you can also visit 
creamcityfurniture.com or 
call (414) 550-4405. 
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BID #16 accepting 
façade grant 
applications
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Last year, the Uptown Crossing Business Improvement 
District (BID) #16 established a façade grant application 
to assist commercial property owners and businesses in 
BID 16 with improvements to their façades that will help 
improve the aesthetics of the BID area. 

BID 16 has reserved $10,000 per year for façade 
grants. These funds will be available on a first-come basis 
per calendar year until all funds have been used. The grants 
from the BID will only be given to a project that has been 
awarded a grant from the City of Milwaukee’s Citywide 
Façade Grant program. 

Because the citywide program does not provide 100% 
funding for projects, the role of the BID façade grant 
application is to provide additional resources to encourage 
property owners to improve their façades and help with 
the remaining costs.

Grant awards will help pay up to 50% of a property 
owner’s share up to $2,500, and each address in BID 16 
is only eligible to receive one grant per calendar year. In 
addition, only work begun after approval by the City of 
Milwaukee is eligible for a grant. 

A copy of the application and additional information 
can be found on the BID 16 website at www.
uptowncrossing.com.

One award has already been given out to the property 
owner at 5033 West North Avenue to improve the façade 
of the building. The changes have made a huge impact to 
that stretch of the district, and the BID hopes that it will 
inspire others to apply for the remaining funding.

A North Avenue streetscape



Save the 
Uptown Crossing Streetwide 

Meeting
The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District Board 

will be hosting an open meeting for business owners and residents 
on Monday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. at Mekong Café, 5930 W. North Avenue.

 Incredible appetizers will be served.
Please join the board to discuss ways to help our local businesses thrive.

Please RSVP to: 
marsham@ogdenre.com or 414.270.4163.
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