
The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

Brian Burke
(414) 774-9219

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 

City of Milwaukee
Department of City Development

809 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-5735
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Welcome from BID President

Things have been busy in 
Business Improvement District 
16 this spring. Here’s a quick 
update.

In February, we held our 
annual streetwide meeting, where 
we heard from business owners 
and property owners about 
their needs and ideas to improve 
the Uptown Crossing area.  We 
had more than 20 individuals 
join us at Fathead Jerky, a new 
store owned by Chris “McBob’s” 
McRoberts.

During the streetwide meeting, 
we heard some great thoughts from 
business owners about parking on North 
Avenue, about different ways we can all 
help promote the street, and about how 
excited people were for all the great 
changes that have been happening.

One of the major portions of the 
meeting was highlighting the loan made 
by the BID to help renovate the buildings 
at 5507 and 5513 W. North Avenue. 

Through our support, we now have 

two thriving businesses up and running 
in a spot that was vacant for years. We 
are extremely optimistic about what this 
progress will mean for our BID.

The BID Board really appreciates 
all the business and property owners 
who took time to join us for this event. 
The BID Board recognizes this as one of 
our most important annual events, and 
welcomes comments from you any time.

We also wanted to remind all the 
business owners on the street about our 
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Local residents & business owners at the streetwide meeting at Fathead Jerky
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Improving the street through art

The primary objective of the 
Business Improvement District 
program is to improve the 
streetscapes of Milwaukee to create 
a more attractive commercial region 
for businesses and a more welcoming 
place for potential consumers.  

Here in BID 16, part of the effort 
to improve the streetscape has come 
in the form of art projects. The BID 
has three major public art projects 
that bring beauty and culture to the 
surrounding area.  

At 2333 N. 49th Street is 
Milwaukee Police District Three, which 
features a sculpture highlighting the 
history of the location and its public 
workers. The images in the sculpture 
are a nod to the ways that the police 
engage with the community as well as 
how they used to patrol: everything 
from horseback, to motorcycle, to 
bicycle, to squad car.  

The 49th Street location’s history 
includes more than police, however. 

The building was once a dispatch 
center for both the police and 
fire departments. Accordingly, the 
sculpture also features a vintage 
fire truck.

The bulding at 2360 N. 
52nd Street has a long history 
of education. The first building 
built at the location in 1929 was 
a military barracks, but just three 
years later the structure was 
replaced with a school, and while 
it has undergone many changes 
over the years, the space has been 
dedicated to teaching and learning 
ever since.  

Today, the building is the 
Milwaukee French Immersion 
School, and it is home to the BID’s 
most colorful display of public art. 
The French Immersion School 
features a mosaic on its southern 
fence (facing North Avenue), 
an ornate design of brightly 
colored glass that depicts people 
of different genders and races 
walking together hand-in-hand.  

The central image 
is a group of people standing above 
a globe.  The mosaic was originally 
created as part of the Millennium 
Art Project for MFIS’s predecessor, 
Steuben Middle School, but the 
display’s message of acceptance 
meshes beautifully with the current 
school’s international focus.   

BID 16 commissioned artist John 
Adduci in 2009 to create another 
piece of public artwork for the 
Uptown Crossing neighborhood.  

The result was the complex 
geometric figure that stands at the 
corner of N. 48th Street & W. Lisbon 
Avenue. Uptown Triangles is a 20-foot 
aluminum sculpture that consists of 
seven large triangles intersecting two 
square vertical pillars.  The sculpture’s 
finish is brushed aluminum, which 
maintains the natural silver color of 
the metal. The size and location of 
Uptown Triangles at the eastern end 
of the BID creates a cultural focal 
point for district and sets the tone for 
the beautiful streetscape that BID 16 
is committed to creating.  
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New businesses and apartments at 
previously vacant site at 55th & North

If you’ve driven by 55th Street on 
North Avenue you may have noticed a 
few new storefronts on the northwest 
corner of the intersection.  

After years of financially-related 
delays—common to many property 
developments during the economic 
downturn—left the building vacant, 
the renovations and repairs are now 
finished. The ground level commercial 
space is completed, and two new small 
retailers have arrived and are open for 
business: Star Furniture and Myle Nail 
Salon.

Star Furniture opened a couple of 
weeks ago at 5510 W. North Avenue.  
The shop has a variety of pieces from 
sofas to bedroom sets. To shop at Star 
Furniture, come by Monday through 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. or 
Sundays from noon to 6:00 p.m. Feel 
free to call Star with questions at 
(414) 447-1111. 

For a little pampering, go to Myle 
Nail Salon located at 5516 W. North 

The Mosaic at French Immersion School

Uptown Triangles

website – uptowncrossing.com. 
If you haven’t gone in to edit your 
business listing in the online directory, 
please feel free to do so. Just go to the 
website at www.uptowncrossing.com, 
click on Businesses, then Business 
Directory, and the “Add a Business” 
button.

The BID meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 5:30 pm at 
McBob’s Pub and Grill at 4919 West 
North Avenue in the heart of BID 16. 

We welcome you to join us at any 
of our upcoming meetings to learn 
even more about our projects or 
how you can get more involved in the 
activities of Uptown Crossing.

As always, if there is anything 
that we can do for you, please do not 
hesitate to let us know. We are all 
here working together to improve our 
business district.

Have a safe and enjoyable spring!

Yours,
Gordon Steimle
President 

Avenue. They offer manicures 
starting at just $12 and pedicures 
starting at $23, as well as waxing 
and other personal services. To 
make an appointment, call (414) 
763-1946 or come by any day 
between 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.; 
walk-ins are welcome. 

There is a third retail space, 
currently available for lease for 
a small business to occupy. For 
more information, contact AZ 
Management at (708) 997-0202.

In addition to the retail space, 
apartments are being built in the 
upper levels of the building. There 
will be eight apartments, each 
with one to three bedrooms. The 
apartments are anticipated to be 
completed and available for lease in 
late August or early September. 

These changes, along with 
changes made across the street, will 
bring additional activity and life to 
the center of North Avenue.

Welcome from 
BID President
continued from Page 1
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