
“Welcome to Extreme Makeover-
Milwaukee edition,” said Mayor Tom 
Barrett in his words of welcome on 
Tuesday, June 16, when North Avenue 
got a facelift as part of the City of 
Milwaukee’s High-Impact Paving Project. 

Mayor Barrett was joined by 
Common Council President 
Michael Murphy, Alderman Russell 
Stamper, and Department of 
Public Works Commissioner 
Ghassan Korban, who all spoke 
about the program’s merits. 

The North Avenue segment 
of the project, which took only two days 
to complete, included the successful 
repaving of West North Avenue from 
West Lisbon Avenue to North 60th 
Street. Two inches of existing asphalt 
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were torn up and replaced, and city 
officials say this type of repair extends 
the life of the road for seven to 10 years. 
Clearly marked bike lanes were also 
added, a welcome addition for the local 
bicycle community. 

At the press 
conference, Mayor Barrett highlighted 
the growing interest in redeveloping 
North Avenue. Repaving the street to 



help improve the appearance of the 
neighborhood is one step in a larger 
revitalization process. 

The North Avenue project is part 
of a larger $7 million project aiming 
to repair 21 miles of city streets 
quickly and with minimal impact on 
businesses and community members. 
Similar projects were completed on 
Humboldt Avenue and Holton Street 
in Riverwest, and Brady Street on 
the lower East Side. City officials 
remarked that while conventional 
street repair can take months, this 
process is both quick and effective, 
while only disturbing motor and 
pedestrian traffic for a couple days at 
a time. 
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Greetings! On behalf of 
the entire BID 16 Board of 
Directors, I hope this note finds 
you well. With fall already here, 
the holiday season is coming 
up fast. We’ve heard from many 
of you that this summer was a 
successful one for your business, 
and we wish you continued 
success into the fall.

Over the last few months, 
we’ve seen some great changes 
in our community. North 
Avenue was recently repaved 
as a part of the City’s High-
Impact Paving Project. We’ve 
seen businesses along the street 
improving their façades, new 
businesses like Wood Violet 
joining us, and more foot traffic. 

The BID Board has been 
working hard to make Uptown 
Crossing a great place to come 
and do business. We recently 
submitted our 2016 Operating 
Plan to the City of Milwaukee 
for approval. Property owners 
on the street will be excited to 
learn that the Board made the 
decision to lower the assessment 
rate by 50 cents, resulting in a new 
assessment of $5.00 per $1,000 
of assessed value. We hope that 
this savings will allow you to invest 
more in your business and help 
us all grow Uptown Crossing 
together.

Also, I wanted to note that our 
Board of Directors currently has 
one opening. If you, or someone 
you know, is interested in joining 
us, we invite you to our monthly 

From the BID 
President...

The high-impact paving is also 
more cost efficient, as these projects 
are a third less expensive than a 
complete renovation of the road. 
Completing the improvements this 
way allows more roads to be repaved 
and more communities and high-traffic 
corridors to be upgraded. 

The program has already seen 
exceptional growth since its start 
in 2013, when just 3.6 miles were 
repaved at a cost of $1 million. As 
the program continues to expand, 
Uptown Crossing may see more roads 
repaved in its future. 

meetings on the second Monday of 
the month at 5:30 p.m. at McBob’s. 
Thank you for all your work and 
for your commitment to the area.

Yours,

Gordon Steimle

President

Gordon



With 40 successful years of helping 
its clients have more green and friendly 
environments, Interiorscapes by the Plant 
Market is celebrating by making its own 
workspace greener.

This summer, Interiorscapes installed 
solar panels on the roof of their North 
Avenue building. These panels will provide 
100 percent of the building’s power during 
the summer months, and 50 to 60 percent 
during the winter, showing Interiorscapes’ 
commitment to greener workplaces. 

Interiorscapes provides professional 
plant care to more than 600 locations 
throughout Wisconsin. They offer cost-
effective planting designs to corporate 
customers, proving workplaces with  
healthy, attractive plants and countless 
benefits, including cleaner air and increased 
worker productivity. 
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Interiorscapes 
Gets Greener 

With North Avenue’s pavement 
looking better than ever, perhaps 
youo’re considering a facelift for 
your business. 

Façade grant awards from BID 
16 can help pay up to 50 percent 
of a property owner’s share of 
façade improvements of up to 
$2,500. 

Each address in BID 16 is 
eligible to receive one grant per 
calendar year, and only work 
begun after approval by the City of 
Milwaukee is eligible for a grant. 

A copy of the application and 
additional information can be 
found on the BID 16 website at 
www.uptowncrossing.com.

Façade Grants 
Still Available
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