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Neighborhood Background  - 
Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District, BID #16 
The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District (BID) was created in 1995 in 
partnership with the City of Milwaukee to develop and enhance the district, benefiting the 
community and city as a whole. The district runs along West North Avenue from Sherman 
Boulevard to North 60th Street, and along West Lisbon Avenue between North 46th and 
51st Streets on Milwaukee’s beautiful Near Westside.  

Uptown Crossing began with the initial task of enhancing the district’s streetscape, and has 
since grown to include a diverse range of goals and initiatives. Improvements include basic 
housekeeping (keeping the district clean and maintained), enhancing public safety, 
enhancing hospitality, aesthetic enhancement, economic development, and enhanced 
community identity and public awareness. 

BID #16 improvements include pedestrian lighting (Milwaukee Harp Lights), tree plantings, 
and several bump-out focal points along West North Avenue where decorative brick pavers, 
street furniture and plantings have been installed. Additional improvements include 
colorful pole banners, trash receptacles and seasonal decorating. The BID has also 
investigated property acquisition,  added bus shelters, lighting, a Millennium Art Project at 
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the French Immersion School (51st and West North Avenue), a public art piece for the tip of 
the West Triangle, and a community pocket park and Bublr Bike Station (56th and West 
North Avenue). 

Since its founding, the Business Improvement District has attracted young families to the 
neighborhood, and has grown to include an eclectic mix of coffee shops, breweries, 
restaurants and retail stores. 

Washington Heights Neighborhood 
Washington Heights is located to the south, east and west of the pocket park - the art 
project site (56th and West North Avenue). 

Early settlement of the area owed much to two major 19th Century projects - the extension 
of the streetcar lines to Wauwatosa and the construction of Washington Park. The park, 
designed by Frederick Law Olmstead, architect of New York City’s Central Park, was opened 
in 1892. It soon proved a major recreational haven for the entire urban area, drawing 
people to its lagoon, bandshell, deer garden and eventually to its zoo. 

In the same year that Washington Park opened, a new streetcar line running along Lloyd 
Street (then called Pabst Avenue) was extended west to the Pabst farms in the town of 
Wauwatosa. With this line in place, the land just west of Washington Park became an easy 
commute from downtown Milwaukee, and a building boom began.  

By 1930 more than 95% of Washington Heights’ homes were completed. Many who built in 
the new subdivisions were middle-class Milwaukeeans moving from older parts of the city. 
Also attracted to the area were numerous industrial pioneers who built large and 
impressive homes along Hi Mount and Washington Boulevards. The family homes of 
Harley; Arthur and William Davidson; lumberman Alfred Steinman; and Theodore Trecker, 
founder of toolmaker Kearney & Trecker, can all be found in the Heights. 

The Washington Heights Neighborhood Association (whna.net) was founded in 1990 and 
has strived to promote the area as a welcoming and livable city neighborhood. Regular 
events for residents and the quarterly neighborhood newsletter have contributed to 
making the Heights a neighborhood “in the city but out of the ordinary.”  

Sherman Park 
Sherman Park is located to the north and west of the pocket park - the art project site (56th 
and West North Avenue). Sherman Park is one of the largest and most diverse 
neighborhoods in the City of Milwaukee. 

The Milwaukee Parks Commission developed a tract of land into West Park (now 
Washington Park) in the 1890s, it marked the start of home construction in the area made 
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up of primarily German-Americans, who migrated to this largely rural area from 
Milwaukee’s closer-in neighborhoods. The beer barons and corporate presidents remained 
closer to the city, living on the mansion-lined boulevards of Highland Boulevard, State 
Street and Grand Avenue. It was those in the next notch of the social strata, the 
vice-presidents, entrepreneurs, doctors, lawyers and middle managers of the day, who 
settled in Sherman Park. These new residents built sturdy bungalows and homes in Arts & 
Crafts and period revival styles, marked by ornamentation and high craftsmanship. 
Sherman Park is home to beautiful buildings and parks, including Washington High School 
and Sherman Park as well as stately homes along Grant Boulevard and North 51st Street. 
Since 1971 the Sherman Park Community Association (shermanpark.org) has been an 
advocate for change and rehabilitation of both its residential and commercial business 
strips. 

Schedule 
● February 15, 2019...RFQ issued to the public 
● March 29, 2019...Deadline for artist qualifications submissions 
● April 3, 2019...Selection panel reviews artist qualifications 
● April 15, 2019...Notify short list of artists to be interviewed 
● May 13 - May 17, 2019...Interviews 
● May 27, 2019...Artist selected/contract to begin work 
● June 15, 2019...Artist begins work 
● Work completed Summer 2019 

Scope of Work 
The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District 16 wishes to enhance the district by 
incorporating public art into the newly developed pocket park on West North Avenue and 
56th Street. The primary objective of this scope of work is to enhance the park, creating an 
inviting community space for people to gather while showcasing the business district and 
surrounding areas. 

Project Details 
The artist is encouraged to use whatever medium is deemed appropriate to highlight the 
park’s character and surrounding community. As such, proposals that fully utilize the 
functionality and high visibility of the park are highly encouraged. Projects should make 
creative use of the space and should be interactive and/or functional while contributing a 
visually-appealing statement about the business district and the community. The 
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Committee is looking for ideas that will have a dramatic effect on the people visiting or 
passing through the area, encouraging use of the space. Please note the building bordering 
the pocket park is privately owned and cannot be integrated into any proposals. A site map 
and photos of the pocket park are enclosed in this Request for Qualifications.  

The selected artist will coordinate with representatives of the City of Milwaukee, the 
Washington Heights and Sherman Park neighborhoods, and the Uptown Crossing BID. The 
artist will be responsible for design, cost estimates, production and installation of the art 
work, including any site-work or lighting (limited to solar), and initial maintenance 
procedures of the piece. If the artwork proposed will incur any additional and/or ongoing 
costs to operate, the artist must provide a complete operating cost analysis projected over 
a 10-year period of time. An informal meeting will be held with the shortlisted artists so 
that they can become more familiar with the improvements, the site, the society and the 
construction/design intent.  

Budget 
The total budget for artwork for this project is estimated at $10,000 (final budget based on 
necessary approvals of the Uptown Crossing BID), which shall include design, engineering, 
production and installation of the work, including any site-work and initial maintenance 
procedures of the piece. Installation costs shall also include any costs for the structural 
and/or other design/construction modifications to the original project program required to 
accommodate or integrate the artwork into the project. All insurance, artist design fees and 
material costs must be included in the artist’s final budget.  

Selection Process 
The committee will consist of members from the Washington Heights and Sherman Park 
Neighborhood Associations, a member of the Public Art Committee, business owners in the 
district and several board members of the BID 16. When qualifications are received, the 
committee will meet and review submissions, selecting a short list of artists to prepare 
site-specific proposals and interviews. The top three finalists will receive an honorarium of 
$500 to prepare their projects, models, pictures and other presentation materials. The 
committee chair will work with the shortlisted artists to understand the site opportunities 
so that they can develop site-specific proposals. The artist will present the site-specific 
proposal at a public meeting in front of the selection committee and interested residents. 
After interviews are completed, an artist will be selected that best meets the needs of the 
project utilizing the selection criteria. The final selection will be made by the committee 
within 30 days of artist interviews.  



  4 
 

Selection Criteria 
Artists will be selected on the basis of: 

● The artist must be a resident of or work in the Sherman Park or Washington Heights 
Neighborhood. 

● Artistic merit as evidenced by representation of past work in portfolio, artist’s 
statement and other supporting material. 

● Appropriateness of artist’s medium, style and previous experience. 
● Expression of knowledge regarding the site, history and community in written 

materials and in the interview process. 
● Demonstrated ability to work with the project team. 
● Availability to participate in the design, approval and implementation of the project 

as required as well as at least one community meeting. 

Submission Requirements 
To be considered for this project, artists must submit the following by 12:00 PM, 
March 29, 2019. 

● Digital Imagery 
- High resolution images, jpeg, pdf, png, or other. 
- Include thumbnail images clearly labeled with artists name and numbers that 

may correspond with any annotated notes. 
- Images should be well organized in appropriate folders. 
- If sharing via a file-sharing site (DropBox, Google Drive, etc.) please be sure 

access is permitted to the Committee Chair to share with other members 
(include a shareable link). 

● Other Qualification Packet Materials 
- Brief resume  
- Annotation of images (description of submission portfolio) 
- Cover letter and/or statement of purpose 
- Two to three letters of recommendation 
- Any other supportive materials that may be project-relevant 
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Submissions will only be accepted via email. Qualifications received after the submittal 
deadline will not be accepted.  

Email all materials to both Ranell Washington and Annie Schmitz: 

 
Ranell Washington (rwashington@townbank.us)  
Annie Schmitz (schmitz@nationconsulting.com) 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ranell Washington at 414-323-6185 or 
rwashington@townbank.us. 

Site Map and Photos 
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