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The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement 
District’s Board of Directors meets regularly 

on the second Monday of the month. 
Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at 

McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If you want the 
board to discuss an issue or concern, it must 
be placed on the agenda. To put a topic on 
the agenda or get information on upcoming 

meetings, contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
414.270.6364

Chris Hau, Vice President
414.265.9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
414.871.5050 

Jason Rae
414.344.1733

Brian Burke
414.227.4966

Matt O’Neill
414.273.3939

The BID is seeking additional property or business 
owners to be a part of the Board. If interested, please 

contact us at 414-270-6364. 

How to Contact the BID
City of Milwaukee Department of City 

809 North Broadway Milwaukee, WI 53202
414.286.5735
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Alderman Murphy Sees 
Bright Future for BID 16
   According to the Small Business       
Administration, over the last two         
decades, small and new businesses have 
been responsible for creating two out of 
three new jobs, and today the country’s 
28 million small firms employ half of the 
private sector workforce. When West 
North Avenue and Lisbon Avenue 
businesses are strong and 
growing, so are our 
neighborhoods like 
Washington Heights and 
Sherman Park. Since 2009, 
our economy has faced the 
greatest fiscal challenges 
since the Great 
Depression. Small 
businesses on commercial 
streets have particularly 
been hit hard due to weak 
consumer demand and a 
credit crunch.
   Despite the recent 
downturn, I do see a bright future for 
businesses along North Avenue and 
Lisbon Avenue with the strong leadership 
of the BID Board. I have recently seen an 
increase in the number of inquiries for 
city assistance in starting a new 
business on North Avenue and request 
for expanding existing businesses. 
   As many of you may know, the city 
provides a number of programs to 
assist businesses owners. For 
example, Prima Donna Styling Salon at 
5706 West North Avenue took 
advantage of incentives available through 

the Facade Grant program. In addition, 
the Facade Grant program assisted the 
property at 5508-5520 West North 
Avenue. These projects were awarded 
funds to add new windows, doors and 
transom to the buildings. Your building 
or business storefront can be next.  
    Applications and guidelines for these  

 programs can be accessed 
 online at 
 www.milwaukee.gov/façade.
   In addition, the Retail  
 Investment Fund program  
 (RIF) is also available to 
 members of the business 
 improvement district. 
 These grant funds can 
 be used for items 
 including purchasing 
 furniture, fixtures and 
 equipment, architectural 

fees, engineering costs, and start-up 
inventory.  Other items may be eligible. 
     To download the application or to 
review the program guidelines log on to 
www.milwaukee.gov/retailinvestment-
fundRIF.htm.
   I am committed to seeing North 
Avenue and Lisbon Avenue prosper 
and would be happy to hear your 
suggestions on how the city may 
help you.  My direct phone number is 
286-3763.

-- Michael J. Murphy
Alderman, 10th District
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Historic Uptown Crossing:Outreach 
Advancement Center School building 
This article is the first in a series that will explore the history behind some of BID16’s most historic commercial buildings

New Stoplight Under Consideration 
for Uptown Crossing Intersection
   A new traffic light may be coming to 
the Uptown Crossing neighborhood 
at the intersection of N. 51st Street 
and W. Clarke Avenue after several 
serious accidents this spring raised 
concerns about public safety in 
the neighborhood. 
  The proposal for the new traffic light 
by Alderman Michael Murphy was 
passed by the Milwaukee Common 
Council at its July 24 meeting and 
signed by Mayor Tom Barrett 
shortly after.  
   Though a temporary hold on 
installing the stop light is currently 
in effect, the Common Council and 
the Department of Public Works are 

working together to decide whether 
the proposed traffic light will be 
installed. 
   In April, six-year-old 
Christopher Wade was struck and 
killed by a minivan near the 
intersection of 51st and Meinecke. 
Wade and his brother were walking 
to the playground at the Milwaukee 
French Immersion School, located at 
2360 N. 52nd Street, when he was hit. 
Concern over student safety at the 
Milwaukee French Immersion School 
after the incident has led to requests 
from neighbors for more traffic 
control in the area.  
   Several weeks after Wade was killed, 

a two-car collision at the intersection 
of N. 51st and W. Clarke Avenue re-
sulted in one of the vehicles crashing 
into a home, which led to the start of 
a small fire in the home. 
   Witnesses to the crash stated the 
speed at which the cars were traveling 
at the time of the accident played a 
contributing factor.  
   With these two recent and serious
accidents, and returning students to 
the Milwaukee French Immersion 
School, a new traffic light could help.  
A set timeline of when the traffic 
light would be installed has not 
been released by the Department of 
Public Works. 

    The Outreach 
  Advancement    
 Center School  
 Building, located 

at 5309 W. North Avenue, serves 
some of Uptown Crossing’s 
youngest residents. But it’s a second 
life for this particular building, which 
was constructed more than eight 
decades ago for the Ritter-Larsen 
family’s funeral home business, which 
at one time had a number of locations 
throughout the Milwaukee area.
   The Spanish-influenced building was 
designed by the Milwaukee architec-
ture firm of Dick and Bauer, a well-
known firm whose partners dabbled 
in a number of different design 
projects, from 16 movie theaters to 
numerous homes in the Hi Mount and 
Washington Heights neighborhoods, 
including 17 of 42 houses along 
Hi Mount Blvd. 
   This original building was designed 
by firm partner Alexander H. Bauer. It 
was constructed for $35,000 and 
completed in 1931.  At the time, it was The Outreach Advancement Center building was constructed in 1931.

considered one of the most premiere 
funeral homes in the state.
    As the development of Milwaukee’s 
west side continued, the demand for 
Ritter-Larsen’s services grew.  The 
funeral services firm, which was 
founded in 1871 by Christian Ritter, 
had outgrown its space and added a 
substantial addition to the west side 
of the building in 1939 at a cost of 
$40,000. This addition meant that the 
business would have two identical cha-
pels and numerous rooms that could 
be used at the 
same time.
   Ritter-Larsen 
Funeral Home 
purchased a 
large, full-color 
insert in the 
Milwaukee 
Journal to 
celebrate its 
expansion, and 
touted the 
building’s many 
“state of the art”    

advancements. Though the building 
was designed for “function” or 
“practicality,” it also was quite deluxe 
for the time, with an electric service 
elevator, a public address system, a 
ladies powder room and a gentle-
man’s lounge, which was outfitted in 
a “knotty pine” decor. This particular 
location also boasted the largest 
display of caskets in the state. And to 
top it off? Outside was the automatic 
lawn sprinking system, one of the first 
in the area.
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Dunham Transmissions, A Neighborhood
Fixture For more than half a century

One of Uptown Crossing’s oldest businesses is Dunham Transmissions, 
shown in the1960s (above) and today (below).

  Since moving into the Uptown 
Crossing neighborhood in 1960, 
Dunham Transmissions has seen 
thousands of cars come through its 
garage doors needing repair. Located 
at 5101 West North Avenue, Dunham 
Transmissions is a third-generation 
family business that has evolved from 
a small two-garage repair shop to an 
Uptown Crossing staple during the 
last 54 years. 
   Tom and Rose Marie Dunham 
opened Dunham Transmissions in 
1958 in a two-car garage on Apple-
ton Avenue. Two years later, Dunham 
Transmissions expanded and moved to 
its current location on North Avenue, 
which currently houses seven car 
and two truck hoists. Tom and 
Rose Marie’s son, Tom, joined the shop 
in 1973 and is the current owner and 
general manager along with his wife, 
Julie, who does the bookwork. Their 
son, Tom Jr., is also a part of the family 
business and handles the advertising 
for the garage in addition to 
repair work.
   “We really enjoy being in the 
neighborhood and really like the 
people who come in,” says Julie. 
“We’re in a great location, and we are 
able to catch people from all over 
the area.”
   Since coming to the Uptown 
Crossing neighborhood, the 
Dunham family has continued its 
investment in the neighborhood. 
Twenty years ago, Dunham 
Transmissions purchased the 
adjacent property and nearly doubled 
the size of the garage. 
   In addition to the garage on North 
Avenue, the Dunham family opened 
a second location on Beloit Road 
in West Allis location in 1963 that 
includes an additional five car hoists. 
Aside from transmission work, the 
West Allis location also does vehicle 
torque conversions.  The Dunhams 
had a third transmissions shop in    

Coloma, locat-
ed in the center 
of the state, but 
decided to sell 
that location 
several years 
ago and remain 
a Milwaukee- 
area business. 
   “We do 
transmission 
work all across 
the board, from 
new cars to 
old, foreign to 
domestic and 
even a few 
boats,” says 
Tom. “Recently, 
we’ve started 
expanding on 
brake systems 
and small 
sensor 
electrical work 
since it’s so 
integral to the 
transmission 
system.”
   With people 
purchasing new 
vehicles less frequently and driving 
older models longer, the Dunhams 
are seeing more new faces coming 
through their doors.
   “We’re used to seeing people 
coming with 150,000 miles, but now 
customers are coming in with 
sometimes 300,000 miles or more,” 
says Tom. 
   While Dunham Transmissions can 
work on nearly every make and model 
of car,  Tom’s passion for classic and 
muscle cars has earned the shop a 
reputation as a go-to place for 
transmission repairs. Besides Tom’s 
personal rotating collection of classic 
cars, the garage is stocked with many 
parts for models from the 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s. However, models as 

old as a Ford Model T are no stranger 
to Dunham Transmissions. 
In addition to its long history and a 
reputation for experience and quality, 
the Dunham family is proud of its 14 
employees, most of whom have been 
with Dunham Transmissions for more 
than five years. 
   “Typically once an employee joins us, 
they stay with us for a long time,” says 
Tom. “We have a really low turnover 
rate among our employees.” 
    The shop’s collection of photos 
taken throughout the years hangs 
in its office, and shows the 
transformation the Uptown 
Crossing has undergone since 
the 1960s. 
  But Dunhams has remained a long-
time fixture on the corner of 51st 
Street and North Avenue. 
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