
This spring, Business 
Improvement District 16 
welcomed its newest business, 
Wood Violet, to the community. 
Wood Violet is an eco-friendly 
floral design studio owned by 
Emily Watson, a Washington 
Heights resident.

“I was looking for a place  
that was affordable and 
somewhere I could walk to,  
and BID 16 was the right fit,” 
said Emily Watson, owner of  
Wood Violet. “My wedding  
business has really expanded and, 
with the addition of a corporate 
client, it was time to expand.”

Emily is very passionate about 
 her profession, and her desire is 
 to grow and sell flowers in a  
sustainable way. Wood Violet 
uses eco-friendly practices, such 
as eliminating green floral foam, 
reusing and reclaiming vases, jars, 
and buckets, and using locally grown 
flowers whenever possible. In Fact, 
Emily grows her own flowers through 
her second business, Stems Cut 
Flowers, which she started in 2008. 
Having two separate businesses allows 
Emily to fulfill her passion of growing 
flowers, enables her to design her own 
floral arrangements, and gives her a 
competitive advantage by growing the 
specific types of flowers she needs.

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District’s Board of 

Directors meets regularly on the second 
Monday of the month, usually at 5:30 
p.m. at McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If 
you want the board to discuss an issue 
or concern, it must be placed on the 

agenda. To put a topic on the agenda or 
get information on upcoming meetings, 

contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
(414) 270-6364

Chris Hau,  Vice President
(414) 265-9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
(414) 871-5050 

Tina Holst
(414) 364-3787

Matthew O’Neill
(414) 273-3939

Jason Rae
(414) 344-1733

The BID is seeking additional
property or business owners to

be a part of the Board. If
interested, please contact us

at (414) 270-6364. 
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“I get to have a lot more of a creative 
outlook with Wood Violet,” said Watson. 
“Before I started Wood Violet, I would 
grow flowers, cut them, bunch them, and 
then take them to a florist or sell them 
at the farmer’s market. It is more work 



to sell flowers for weddings, but it is 
more fun as well.”

Opening a storefront in BID 16 has 
allowed Emily to grow Wood Violet. 
Rather than just operating out of her 
house, she is able to present displays 
and teach classes in-store as well. 
Her welcoming storefront presents 
a more business-like atmosphere 
than selling flowers out of her home. 
While growing her own flowers and 
operating two businesses costs a little 
bit more than purchasing flowers from 
overseas, and certainly creates more 
work, her model allows her to offer 
her costumers something unique: 
high quality, locally-grown floral 
arrangements.

Emily became aware of the available 
space through her involvement with 
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On behalf of all the members 
of Business Improvement 
District 16, we hope that your 
summer is off to a great start. 
Finally it seems the weather is 
warming up!

The BID Board continues 
to help identify potential 
businesses that could locate to 
our area, in an effort to make as 
vibrant a business scene as we 
can. We are pleased that Wood 
Violet, a floral shop, has decided 
to make their new home on 
West North Avenue. We’ve also 
seen longtime businesses in 
the area expand or redevelop, 
including the attractive new 
Taco Bell building.

At recent meetings, we’ve 
also been talking with other 
business owners who are 
looking at the prospect of 
joining us in our area. 

As we reported in our 
last newsletter, we are also 
investigating ways to increase off-
street parking in the District. We 
are looking at potential parking 
opportunities right now with 
the City, especially the vacant 
lot at North 56th and West 
North Avenue.  The BID Board 
has met with a number of city 
departments and individuals to 
talk about potential development 
opportunities for a parking lot 
in that area. We will continue to 
keep you informed as this process 
continues.

Finally, as a BID, we continue to 
promote the façade grant program. 
As the weather continues to get 
nicer and you start looking at ways 
to improve your building’s exterior, 

From the BID 
President...

the Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce. Their executive director, 
Jason Rae, serves on the BID 16 board 
and helped facilitate bringing this new 
business to North Ave.

“This is how business development 
works,” said Jason Rae. “This is 
an example of two organizations 
working together to create a positive 
environment for small business 
growth and job creation. I am excited 
that Wood Violet was able to find 
a home in their local community, 
and I look forward to sustaining the 
momentum in BID 16.”

Wood Violet is located at 5119 W. 
North Ave and plans to hold office 
hours every Friday afternoon. They are 
also available upon appointment and 
can be reached at (414) 678-1255.

please consider applying 
for a façade grant from 
the city and the BID. 
You can learn more 
about the grants on our 
website. 

If there is anything 
that any of us can do 
for you, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
Thank you for your 
support and for making 
BID 16 a destination 
for businesses and 
shoppers.

Yours,

Gordon



Students were asked to 
organize themselves in small 
teams and challenged to identify 
one problem causing violence in 
their neighborhood, a proposed 
solution to this problem, and 
the impact it would have in their 
community. The MKE Peace Project 
is targeting Milwaukee’s at-risk 
youth, and the neighborhoods and 
schools targeted for youth input 
were located in the areas with 
the highest rate of violent crime 
perpetrated by youth according 
to Milwaukee Police Department 
statistics.

Milwaukee Superintendent Dr. 
Darienne Driver said the project is, 
“an important initial collaborative 
effort between youth and adults to 

On May 5th, the City 
of Milwaukee Common 
Council introduced a 
new youth-oriented 
program called the MKE 
Peace Project. This new 
initiative aims to help youth 
identify factors that they 
feel are contributing to 
violence in the city and 
their neighborhoods and 
encourage them to propose 
solutions. After brainstorming 
sessions across the city, the MKE 
Peace Project will present their 
findings and develop youth-driven 
solutions to the problems facing 
central city residents.

Council President and local 
Alderman Michael Murphy, a 
champion of the MKE Peace 
Project, said, “We believe that in 
order to imagine and promote 
peace in Milwaukee, our youth 
must be actively involved. By 
simultaneously challenging youth to 
provide solutions to the problems 
they identify, we are asking them to 
envision the opposite of violence 
around them – we are challenging 
them to imagine peace.”
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Common Council unveils new youth 
program to combat city violence

Taco Bell Reopens After Completing Renovations

address the issues impacting 
our community. It is vital that 
we create safe spaces for our 
young people to be heard 
and for their ideas to be 
listened to and acted upon. As 
adults, it is our responsibility 
to support their efforts to 
bring peace to the city and to 
create safe places for them to 
learn and grow.”

Numerous community 
partners were involved in the 
effort as well, including the 
Milwaukee Brewers, Milwaukee 
Bucks, Milwaukee Christian Center, 
Bader Philanthropies, United 
Community Center, Clear Channel, 
Journey House, Center of Youth 
Engagement, Running Rebels, 
Coming Together Partnership, and 
Discovery World.

The application deadline was 
May 21st, and Council President 
Murphy has indicated that the 
Common Council will take up 
many of the program’s ideas over 
the course of the summer.

After having been closed for the past few months, renovations on the Taco Bell located at 5630 West 
North Ave are complete and the popular fast-food restaurant has reopened. The new building, which is 
significantly larger, is improved and more modern. The new renovations and expansion have also opened up 
room for a second tenant in the building, and T-Mobile has recently agreed to leasing this space.
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In this issue:

• Wood Violet 
makes entrance to 
neighborhood

• Milwaukee Peace 
Project changing lives

• Restaurant reopens in 
new, improved space
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