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Welcome to 2011! On be-
half of the members of 
the Uptown Crossing 

Business Improvement District, we 
want to welcome you to the New 
Year. 

We are excited about the oppor-
tunities that lay in store for West 
North Avenue this upcoming year. 
From the BID’s work to solicit 
proposals on rehabilitating vacant 
buildings, to our work on being 
more collaborative with our local 
neighborhood groups, such as the 

Washington Heights Neighborhood 
Association, to other projects and 
activities, we are working hard to 
continue to make North Avenue an 
even greater place to work, live, 
and spend time.

As always, if there is anything 
that we on the Business Improve-
ment District Board can do for you, 
please do not hesitate to let us know.

Respectfully,
Gordon Steimle
President
BID 16 Board of Directors

As Alderman for the 10th District 
of the City of Milwaukee, I repre-
sent the Uptown Crossing BID on 
North Avenue from 52nd Street to 
60th Street. The ability to attract new 
businesses and retain existing busi-
nesses is a key factor in our continual 
efforts to revitalize and improve the 
west side of North Avenue. This col-
laborative effort between businesses 
and neighbors could not be accom-
plished without the support and lead-
ership of the Uptown Crossing BID 
and surrounding local groups, such 
as the Washington Heights and Sher-

man Park neighborhood associa-
tions.  

The symbiotic relationship be-
tween commercial and residential 
properties is vital. That is one of the 
many reasons I fostered the Uptown 
Crossing Target Investment Neigh-
borhood (TIN), located in this area. 
The program provides support to en-
courage owner occupancy of homes 
and also improves the safety and ap-
pearance of the neighborhood. The 
success of this program provides 
stability for the businesses in the area 
and encourages new business growth, 
which is especially important during 
these tough economic times.

The building on the northwest cor-
ner of 55th St. and North Avenue is 
soon to be a success story. You will 
be seeing improvements in the rede-
velopment of this former furniture 
store in the near future. The exterior 
development of this building has tak-

en some time, but the owners have 
recently become benefactors of a 
store front façade grant of $30,000, 
which will enhance their progress. 
I am a supporter of these types of 
grants that assist and support local 
business owners.  

As the Uptown Crossing BID 
moves into the new year, I will 
continue to support new economic 
growth along North Avenue. I wish 
to thank Gordon Steimle and all of 
the Uptown Crossing BID members 
for their continual hard work and 
perseverance in establishing and im-
proving commercial developments 
in this area.  

I encourage you to contact my of-
fice at 414-286-3763 if you would 
like to speak to me about business 
proposals, the Uptown TIN, store 
front façade grants, or any other 
questions or concerns you may have 
with city services. 

TIN improves BID neighborhoods, provides safety

Alderman
Michael Murphy

HAPPY
NEW 
YEAR

from BID 16



By Jason Rae

On November 8, BID 16 held a 
streetwide meeting for business 
owners and residents to hear about 
improvements to the neighborhood, 
discuss concerns, and find new and 
innovative ways to work together 
to build West North Avenue. 

BID President Gordon Steimle 

began the streetwide meeting by 
presenting an overview of the BID, 
and then proceeded to open it up 
for public comments and questions. 
Issues discussed included the ques-
tion of who owns the planters on the 
street and when the Uptown Cross-
ing banners would be changed.

Those in attendance also heard 
from a developer working on the far 
east end of the BID, who is looking 
at developing a fast food restaurant 
and potentially a larger drug store 
to help replace vacant or rundown 

businesses.
Finally, the meeting concluded 

with remarks from Alex Runner, 
who was representing Alderman 
Willie Hines. Alex answered ques-
tions regarding concerns about con-
crete around light poles and instal-
lation of bicycle racks.

 Proposed changes to Klapper & Company properties by Quorum Architects, Inc.

BID 16 board to invest in redevelopment of  two properties
The Uptown Crossing Business 

Improvement District recently fi-
nalized two Requests for Proposal 
for the purchase and redevelop-
ment of two presently vacant build-
ings on West North Avenue. The 
two buildings that are currently 
accepting RFPs are the Klapper & 
Company building at 5038 West 
North Avenue and the Hartter Bak-
ery buildings at 5507 – 5513 West 
North Avenue.

The RFPs, which were drafted by 
Quorum Architects and approved 
by the BID, lay out the scope of 
work and current conditions of 
both facilities. The recommenda-
tions for work in the interior aim 
to create marketable spaces for the 
buildings’ reuse.

The BID is currently soliciting 
the proposals and will review them 
in early 2011. The BID is willing 
to make a financial investment in 
the redevelopment based on the 
project proposed. Redeveloping 
the property will help improve the 
neighborhood and encourage the 
success of neighboring businesses.

To arrange a showing of the prop-
erty, to get a copy of the RFPs or 
for additional information, contact 
Marsha McNeil at 414.270.4163 or 
marsham@ogdenre.com.

BID 16 streetwide 
meeting recap

 Proposed changes to Hartter Bakery properties by Quorum Architects, Inc.



California Waves Hair Studio new to neighborhood

By Jesse Carpender

California Waves Hair Studio, 
Caliwaves for short, opened Aug. 
31 at 2307 N. 57th St. behind Atom-
ic Tattoos. 

Clarissa Georgeson, owner, said 
her salon is cozy and relaxing. “It’s 
a very comfortable atmosphere,” 
she says. “Women can really open 
up about what they want.” Servic-
es include facial waxing, color and 
cutting.

Georgeson is honest with clients 
in order to help them choose a style 
that works best for them. “I really 
cut to the chase and take into ac-
count someone’s face shape and 
body structure to give them a good 
cut,” she says.

But she also wants to make sure 
the cut and style is manageable. “I 
try to listen to my clients,” George-
son says. “Stylists need to talk to 
their clients to make sure they know 

how to make the style work at 
home. I don’t want them to leave 
without knowing how to do it.” 
Georgeson adds that she also talks 
to clients about the health of their 
hair and how to use products.

Georgeson, a Milwaukee resi-
dent for four years, trained at the 
Aveda Institute downtown. “They 
gave me a great business back-
ground,” she says. “I got a great 
education and a feel for people.” 
Georgeson won a school-wide 
hair cutting competition. She says 
she continues training and is “al-
ways looking to improve [her] 
skills.”

The salon uses Goldwell prod-
ucts for color. A current special 
includes a free haircut and style 
service with the purchase of a 
color service. Another deal is eye-
brow waxing for $10. 

Georgeson decided on the sa-
lon’s location because “[the BID] is 
trying to make North Avenue nicer, 
and being close to Atomic Tattoos 
helps business; they are very well 
known.” She also liked the neigh-
borhood’s attitude. “Everyone is re-
ally nice,” she says.

California Waves Hair Studio
2307 N. 57th St. / 414-837-0553
caliwaves@att.net

 The light blue walls at California Waves Hair Studio create a relaxing atmosphere.        
 Photo courtesy Clarissa Georgeson.

Street beautification: New store fronts on North Ave
Improvements have been made 
to vacant store fronts at 55th and 
North Ave and 59th and North Ave 
in the last several months.

Left: Store front at 55th and North, 
across from Family Dollar.
Right: Store front at 59th and 
North, next to ReBooked.

Photos by Jesse Carpender.



How to Contact the BID
Uptown Crossing
BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202

414-276-5285

BID Board Meetings

GORDON STEIMLE, PRESIDENT 414-270-6364
Vice President, Ogden & Company, Inc.

JILL SANDERS-TRACHTE, V.P 414-258-3540
Property Owner, 5201-5211 W. North Ave.

CHRIS MCROBERTS, SEC. & TREAS. 414-871-5050
Owner, Proprietor, McBob’s Pub, 4919 W. North Ave.

CHRIS HAU 414-265-9265
Principal, Quorum Architects, 3112 W. Highland Blvd

MATTHEW O’NEILL 414-271-0130
Shareholder, Friebert, Finerty & St. John, S.C.

The BID is seeking additional property or business owners to be a 
part of the Board. If interested, please contact us at 414-270-6364.

BID #16 Board Members

Uptown Crossing Business Improvement Board
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District’s 
Board of Directors meets regularly on the second Monday 
of the month. Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at Mc-
Bob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If you want the Board to discuss 
an issue or concern, it must be placed on the agenda. To 
put a topic on the agenda or get information on upcoming 
meetings, contact a BID board member.


