
G reetings! It’s finally start-
ing to warm up here in              
Milwaukee. Now business 

owners and tenants have a chance to 
clean up around their property, wash 
windows, touch up paint and improve 
the appearance of the neighborhood. 

The BID also has some                            
freshening up projects planned, like re-
painting the street crosswalks, planting          
flowers, hanging seasonal banners and 
re-mulching and landscaping through-
out the BID district.

We are also excited to have launched 
our RFP regarding the rehab of two  
vacant buildings on North Avenue. We 
hope to have several responses to re-
view in June. Read more about this on 
page 3 of this issue if you are interested 
in submitting a proposal.

I also want to welcome two new   
BID Board members. Washington 
Heights resident Brian Burke and     
Jason Rae of Nation Consulting, 5027 
W. North Avenue, were both recent-
ly nominated for membership and 
have been confirmed by the Milwau-
kee Common Council. Chris Hau, a       
current member of the BID Board, has 
also been reconfirmed.

Finally, huge thanks goes to recently 
resigned Board member Jill Trachte for 
her many years of service to Uptown 
Crossing BID 16 and the Washington 
Heights neighborhood. Jill created 
the original logo for Uptown Cross-
ing, worked diligently to improve the 
ambiance of the BID with her creative 
ideas and talents, and was a major 
player in the selection and installation 

of the “Uptown Triangles” sculpture    
at the West Triangle. She bought and 
rehabbed three different buildings in 
the 5200 block of W. North Ave., and 
continues to be a responsible and pro-
active North Ave. property owner. Jill 
has moved with husband Bill to their 
land in the Antigo area and will be 
missed by the Board and many neigh-
bors. We wish her the best of luck.

Chris Hau has been nominated to re-
place Jill as Vice President of BID 16. 
Chris will make a fantastic addition to 
our leadership team.

As always, if you have any questions 
or comments, please do not hesitate to 
let any of us know. Have an enjoyable 
and safe summer.

Respectfully,
Gordon Steimle
President
BID 16 Board of Directors
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 Jill Trachte, left, at a BID 16 fundraiser. Photo courtesy Gordon Steimle.

 Check out our new spring  banners!



By Jesse Carpender

Kimberly Kuhns was only 14 
when she started helping out            
at McBob’s Pub & Grill, 4919 W. 
North Ave. 

A friend of the owners’                   
family since she was four years 
old, Kuhns started out at McBob’s 
washing dishes and making tacos. 
She’s lived in Washington Heights 
all her life.

It’s been nine years since she 
started at McBob’s, and Kuhns 
remembers many changes in the 
neighborhood over the years. 

“I like the fact that a lot of small-
er boutiques have come,” she says. 
“The stores are a lot nicer and stay 
there longer. The stability is better The McBob’s building has expanded over the years.

R&R Resale pays top dollar in tough economy

By Jesse Carpender

Reggie Read believes resale shops  
make sense in today’s challeng-
ing economy. That’s why he opened  

R&R Resale, at 44th St.  and North 
Ave., A lifelong Milwaukee resident, 
Reggie Reed Jr. runs the shop with his 
father and brother.

Reed believes resale makes sense in 

today’s economy.  
The shop specializes in the resale of 

electronic goods such as televisions, 
phones, MP3 players, and DVDs. It  
also resells larger items like stoves 
and refrigerators. 

“Electronic goods sell in today’s 
market,” Reed says.

Reed says the shop pays top dollar 
for most items. “We offered $700 for a 
laptop that another store offered $100 
for,” he says.

For smaller items, walk-ins are just 
fine, but call ahead if you are interest-
ed in bringing in a larger item, like a 
refrigerator.

Reed says besides the challenge of 
starting up after his recent move from 
Texas, opening in Washington Heights 
has gone smoothly and he likes the 
neighborhood.

R&R Resale
4422 North Ave.
414-554-1886
Friend R&R Resale on Facebook

Reggie Reed Jr. stands outside recently opened R&R Resale. 

McBob’s Bar & Grill remembers “old” North Avenue

continued on next page



RFPs available for two properties
By Jason Rae

The Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District recently re-
leased two Requests for Proposal 
for the purchase and redevelopment 
of two presently vacant buildings on 
West North Avenue. 

The two buildings that are current-
ly accepting RFPs are the Klapper 
& Company building at 5038 West 
North Avenue and the Hartter Bakery 
buildings at 5507 – 5513 West North 
Avenue.

To arrange a showing of the prop-
erty, to get a copy of the RFPs or for 
additional information, contact Mar-
sha McNeil at 414.270.4163 or mar-
sham@ogdenre.com. 

Copies of the RFP are also avail-
able at the BID website at www.up-
towncrossing.com. RFPs are due on 
or before June 7, 2011.

BID 16 welcomes new board members

for the neighborhood.”
Kuhn remembers going to the St. 

Patrick’s Day parade on North Ave-
nue, a community event with clowns, 
people tossing candy and high school 
bands. 

The parade was put together by the 
neighborhood and local business own-
ers. Due to funding issues, the parade 
was moved downtown.

Businesses still work together for 
the good of the community. Kuhn 
says that businesses contributed to a 
North Avenue Business package last 
Christmas including gift cards and 
other   donations, which was given to 
the Milwaukee Rescue Mission.

Kuhn says the Third District Police 
Station, built in 2004, has improved 
the area.

“The presence of police has made 
the area safer. We get officers in here 
daily in uniform or out of uniform,” 
she says.

Kuhn says the positive changes 
in the neighborhood over the last              
10 years have allowed McBob’s to 
expand. 

“We’ve been able to expand our 
business, add on to the building,” she 
says. “This place has definitely gotten 
bigger. We have a lot of families com-
ing in. Every Tuesday, we get a group 
of circuit court judges.”

Chris McRoberts, owner of Mc-
Bob’s, remembers many different 
businesses in the area 10 years ago. 

The Milwaukee French Immersion 
School used to be Steuben School. 
The Triangle used to be a pool, and 
the Viet Hoa grocery store used to be 
an old bakery.

She says recent changes in the area 
are bringing back North Avenue’s old 
charm. 

“At 55th and North, they’re taking 
the paint off the bricks and it’s bring-
ing back the building’s older charac-
ter.”

“I like what’s going on around here.” 
McRoberts said.

“Old” North Avenue, continued

Uptown Crossing BID 16 is happy 
to welcome two new members to the 
Board. Brian Burke and Jason Rae 
were both recently recommended by 
the current board to Mayor Barrett 
for appointment to BID 16. 

Both spoke before the Milwaukee 
Common Council’s Community and 
Economic Develop-
ment Committee and 
their nominations 
were subsequently 
forwarded on to the 
full Common Coun-
cil for a vote. Both 
have been confirmed 
and have taken the 
oath of office and are now official 
members of the BID 16 Board of Di-
rectors.

Brian Burke is a Washington 
Heights resident who brings great 
experience in government to the 
BID. He previously served on the 
Milwaukee Common Council and in 
the Wisconsin State Senate. Burke 
currently is a public defense attorney 
in the Wisconsin State Public De-
fenders Office, Milwaukee.

Jason Rae works at Nation Con-
sulting, a business right on North 
Avenue. Rae has worked at the com-
pany for three years and brings ex-
perience in public relations and non-
profit management to the BID. Rae 
graduated from Marquette Univer-
sity in 2009.

We are excited to welcome Burke 
and Rae to the Up-
town Crossing BID 
16 Board of Direc-
tors.

Contact informa-
tion for them can be 
found on the front of 
the newsletter. 

All individuals interested in learn-
ing more about the BID or meeeting 
any of the BID members are encour-
aged to attend the monthly Board 
meeting. Meetings are typically held 
on the second Monday of the month 
at McBob’s Pub and Grill at 4919 
West North Avenue at 5:30pm.

 If you want more information 
on attending a BID meeting, please 
contact Marsha McNeil at mar 
ham@ogdenre.com.

Brian Burke Jason Rae



How to Contact the BID
Uptown Crossing
BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202

414-276-5285

BID Board Meetings

GORDON STEIMLE, PRESIDENT 414-270-6364
Vice President, Ogden & Company, Inc.

CHRIS HAU, VICE PRESIDENT 414-265-9265
Principal, Quorum Architects, 3112 W. Highland Blvd 

CHRIS MCROBERTS, SEC. & TREAS. 414-871-5050
Owner, Proprietor, McBob’s Pub, 4919 W. North Ave.

MATTHEW O’NEILL 414-273-3939
Shareholder, Fox, O’Neill & Shannon, S.C.

BRIAN BURKE 414-227-4966
Public Defense Attorney, Wisconsin State Public Defenders

JASON RAE 414-344-1733
Associate, Nation Consulting, 5027 W. North Ave.

BID #16 Board Members

Uptown Crossing Business Improvement Board
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District’s 
Board of Directors meets regularly on the second Monday 
of the month. Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at Mc-
Bob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If you want the Board to discuss 
an issue or concern, it must be placed on the agenda. To 
put a topic on the agenda or get information on upcoming 
meetings, contact a BID board member.


