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The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement 
District’s Board of Directors meets regularly 

on the second Monday of the month. 
Meetings are usually held at 5:30pm at 

McBob’s, 4919 W. North Ave. If you want the 
board to discuss an issue or concern, it must 
be placed on the agenda. To put a topic on 
the agenda or get information on upcoming 

meetings, contact a BID board member.

BID Board members

Gordon Steimle, President
414.270.6364

Chris Hau, Vice President
414.265.9265

Chris McRoberts, Secretary/Treasurer
414.871.5050 

Jason Rae
414.344.1733

Brian Burke
414.271.0130

Matthew O’Neill
414.273.3939

The BID is seeking additional property or business 
owners to be a part of the Board. If interested, please 

contact us at 414-270-6364. 

How to Contact the BID
City of Milwaukee Department of City 

809 North Broadway Milwaukee, WI 53202
414.286.5735

Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
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Welcome to 2012 and a new 
uptown crossing newsletter 
On behalf of the Board of Directors 
for Uptown Crossing Business 
Improvement District 16, I hope that 
your new year is off to a tremendous 
start.  As we begin this new year, we are 
looking forward to working with you 
to continue making Uptown Crossing a 
draw for our city.
   The Board of Directors is actively 
committed to make West North Avenue 
and Lisbon Avenue an even better place 
for businesses. Last year, we solicited 
RFPs to rehabilitate two vacant 
buildings on the street – the former 
Klapper Printing and the former Har-
ter Bakery. The BID is now looking at 
potential opportunities to develop those 
properties and make them tenant-ready.  
We are hoping to be able to invest 
resources into bringing some vacant 
properties back to life.
   In addition, we are committed to 
improving your existing business. One of 
the new projects from the BID this year 
is façade grants to assist commercial 
property owners and businesses in BID 
16 with improvements to their façades. 
BID 16 has reserved $10,000 per year 
for façade grants.
   These funds will be available on a first 
come basis per calendar year until all 
funds have been used. The grants from 
the BID will only be given to a project 
that has been awarded a grant from the 
City of Milwaukee’s Citywide Façade 
Grant program. 

   Because the citywide program does 
not provide 100 percent funding for 
projects, the role of the BID Façade 
Grant application is to provide additional 
resources to encourage property 
owners to improve their façades. 
   We are hoping that you 
consider taking advantage of the new 
program. More details will be 
announced at our streetwide meeting 
on February 13 and will also be available 
soon on our website.
   As you can also see, we are also 
introducing a new look for our quarterly 
BID 16 newsletter.  We hope you enjoy 
the new, colorful newsletter and more 
information about the exciting 
developments in the BID during 2012.
   Finally, we are the process of updat-
ing our website. By March, we hope to 
launch an entirely new site that will be 
more interactive and provide more 
frequent updates to you on what is 
happening in our area. 
   We hope that you will be able to join 
us on February 13 at 5:30 pm at Mekong 
Café for our streetwide meeting. We on 
the BID board look forward to hearing 
from you about what else we can be do-
ing to make BID 16 even better.

Again, happy new year!

Gordon Steimle
President
BID 16 Board of Directors
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BID 16 Participates in West Side Holiday 
Happenings 2011 to kick off the holidays
   The holiday spirit was alive and  
well in BID 16 this year, with several 
members participating in the West 
Side Holiday Happenings 2011, a 
two-day celebration of all the west 
side has to offer. 
   The event was held on Friday, 
November 18 and Saturday, 
November 19, with free shuttle 
service on Friday night for visitors. 
   Make-and-take holiday projects 
were available at participating 
locations, and Santa Claus even made 
appearances throughout the west side 
on Saturday.
   A number of BID 16 merchants par-
ticpated in the event, including:
McBob’s Pub and Grill, which 
ran a free appetizer special, provided 

make-and-take ornaments and hosted 
a visit from Santa Claus;  Nation 
Consulting hosted an exhibit by 
Washington Heights photographer 
Ron Quimby; and the Milwaukee 
Design Collection and Samara 

Garden and Home provided 
refreshments on Friday and hosted 
cardmaking with Washington Heights 
resident Irene Poe on Saturday.
   The BID 16 sponsored the event 
along with the Washington Heights 

Neighborhood Association, Vliet Street 
and Heritage West Properties.
   “Overall we were quite pleased with 
this first event,” says Jason Rae of 
Nation Consulting.  “We think it’s a 
great way for people to experience 
the uniqueness of the neighborhood 
and support local businesses by 
shopping locally.”
   The BID 16 Board of Directors is 
considering participation in similiar 
events for 2012.  The next event on 
the calendar is the Spring West Side 
Artwalk, April 27 and 28.  If you are 
an artist or a business interested in 
participating, please contact the BID 
for more information. And if you are a 
resident or work here? Stop in to ex-
perience all that BID 16 has to offer!

Fire Destroys Uptown Crossing Building
A three-alarm fire on January 11 has 
not only destroyed a building in the 
Uptown Crossing district, but also dis-
placed a business and residents who 
lived on the second floor.
   Building owner Quincy Lynk, who 
also owned the Air IT Up airbrushing 
t-shirt shop located in the building 
at 5527 W.  North Avenue, was not 
initially sure how the fire started, ac-
cording to a Channel 12 news story 
that day.
   Initial reports claimed that an 
electrical issue in the basement was a 
likely source of the fire, which added 
to the difficulty firefighters had in 
reaching the fire, which started before 
3 a.m. that morning.  According to 
reports, the fire was under control   
by 7 a.m. that day, before being put out 
completely.  
   “We still don’t know the cause of 
the fire,” says Lynk. “We will have to 
wait until the rest of the building is 
excavated to know for sure, which will 
be in the spring at the earliest.”
   In addition to the business, the 
building also included apartments on 

The structure at 5527 W North 
Avenue was destroyed by an 
early morning fire in January.  
The building, which housed 
Air IT Up airbrushing as well 
as apartments on the second 
level, was declared a total loss 
and demolished. 

the second level.  All four resi-
dents of those apartments made it 
out of the building safely the night 
of the fire.
   While the fire was a setback 
for Lynk, he is optimistic for the 
future and is hoping to re-open 
Air IT Up in the future.
   “I’m currently looking for a new 
space in the area,” he says. “I didn’t 
have insurance on the building so 
I’m currently seeking donations in 
order to get my business up and 
running again.”
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McCoy’s opens, providing a place for the 
neighborhood to caffeinate and congregate
The Uptown Crossing district has 
its own neighborhood coffee shop 
with the opening of McCoy’s Cyber 
Café on November 18. Located at 
58th and North Avenue, McCoy’s 
Cyber Café offers a welcoming space 
for coffee, conversation and even 
computer repairs. 
   Lifelong Milwaukee resident 
Rodney McCoy opened his café after 
spending several years working as a 
teacher. His new coffee shop is part of 
an expansion to his convenience store, 
McCoy’s, which celebrated its first an-
niversary in September. 
   “Owning a small business has always 
been a dream of mine,” says McCoy. 
“After doing some research, I saw the 
area lacked a neighborhood coffee 
shop. I wanted to change that.”
   McCoy’s Cyber Café offers a selec-
tion of specialty drinks, coffee and 
food options. Gourmet coffee drink-
ers will notice a variety of Stone 
Creek Coffee options as well as the 
newly introduced fat burning coffee 
Java Fit. 
   Customers can also order espresso 
based drinks, such as the McCoy’s 
special, espresso with hazelnut 
and chocolate, or a “Damar’s IC,”     
espresso with Irish crème and white 
chocolate flavoring. 

   Specialty drinks have been named 
after McCoy’s regular costumers. 
Visitors can try one of McCoy’s 
specialty drinks for $3.50. 
      “I have a great group of regulars 
coming into the café and so far the 
neighborhood has been very 
supportive,” says McCoy. 
   Aside from coffee and espresso, 
McCoy’s has several food options 
for those looking for a quick lunch. 
Among the choices include hot dogs, 

polish sausage, soup and an 
assortment of baked goods, all of 
which are reasonably priced around 
$2 to $4.
    What makes McCoy’s Cyber Café 
stand out from other area cof-
fee shops is the range of electronic 
services offered. While McCoy’s has 
the usual complimentary Wi-Fi and 
two desktop computers available for 
costumer use, it also offers computer 
repairs and electronic recycling for old 
or unwanted devices. 
   McCoy uses several contractors to 
help him manage the computer repair 
and electronic recycling portion of 
the café. 
   In the future, McCoy hopes his café 
will become an open space for small 
gatherings. So far, McCoy’s has hosted 
several events, including a viewing 
party for President Obama’s State of 
the Union address.
   “I’d like to see McCoy’s become a 
community space for the neighbor-
hood,” says McCoy. “I want the café to 
be a very open and welcoming space 
for events or gatherings whether they 
are small parties or poetry readings.”

Rodney McCoy is the owner of McCoy’s Cyber Café and McCoy’s, an adjacent convenient store located on 58th and 
North Avenue. With the opening of McCoy’s Cyber Café, Uptown Crossing now has its own neighborhood coffee shop.

McCoy’s is open daily and features Milwaukee’s own Stone Creek Coffee and fresh bakery. The coffee shop, which has 
been open since November, already has its share of regulars, some of whom have coffee drinks named for them.



Save the Date Uptown Crossing Streetwide Meeting
February 13, 5:30 pm at Mekong Café

The Uptown Crossing Business Improvement District Board 
will be hosting an open meeting for business owners and residents 

on Monday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. at Mekong Café, 5930 W. North Avenue.
 Incredible appetizers will be served.

Please join the board to discuss ways to help our local businesses thrive.

Please RSVP to: 
marsham@ogdenre.com or 414.270.4163.

Uptown Crossing BID #16
c/o Ogden & Co. Inc.
1665 N. Water Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202


